
200 Bills Supplied to Mfembers. [COUNCIL.] Papers Presented.

gzjgzsJatibt dQlnrl,
Friday, 24th June, 1898.

Address-in-Reply: Presentation to 'the Governor
-Bills supplied to Members (a sugges-
tion)-Adjournment.

The PRESIDENT took the chair at 12
o'clock, noon.

l'RAI'ERs.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY - PRESENTATION.
At five minutes past 12 o'clock the

,President, accompanied by those ment-
bers who, had assembled, proceeded to
Government House to present the Ad-
dress-in-Reply to the opening Speech of
His Excellency; and, having returned,

The PRESIDENT reported that he
had, with hon. members, waited on His
Excellency and presented the address of
the Legislative Council in reply to the
opening Speech, and His Excellency had
been pleased td reply as follows: -

Mr. President and Honourable Gentlemen of
the Legislative Council,-

I thank you for your Address-in-Reply to
the Speech with which I opened Parliament,
aend I am glad to be assured of your continued
loyalty and devotion to the person and Throne
of our Most Gracious Sovereign.

I receive with satisfaction your assurance
that your most careful consideration will be
given to all matters that may be submitted to
you, so that your labours mnay result in the
permanent advancement and prosperity of the
colony.

I take due notice of your disapproval of cer-
tain proposals affecting financial procedure in
connection with the prosecution of public
works, and this expression of your opinion
shall have the careful attention of my Re-
sponsible Advisors.

Government House, Perth, 24t1, June, 1898.

BILLS SUPPLIED TO IMEMBERS.

HoN. F. TV. CROWDER suggested that,
in view of a contemplated adjournment
of the House for a fortnight, the several
Biule which had been introduced and
ordered to be printed should, as soon as
printed, be distributed to memabers. if
that were not done, members would, so
far as their knowledge of the contents of
the Bills was concerned, be in the same
position at the end of the fortnight as
they were now.

Tbe PRESIDENT said this was a mnat-
ter which lay with the President, and
the Clerk had received instructions to
have the Bills printed for distribution. to
members.

ADJOURNMENT.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved
that the House at its rising do adjourn
until the 12th day of July.

Put and passed.
The House adjourned at 12.20 noon

until the 12th July.

' gIiattyt ASS embill.
Wednesday, 29th June, 1898.

Papers presentcd--Question : Inspection of
Electoral Rolls--Qestion : W~ell-sinking at
lPflbarra--Question: Fremntle Harbour
W'.orks and Dismissal of an Inspector-
Question: Fremnantle Bridge and Perth
Causewvay Bridge-Question: Testing of
Chain Slings- Address-in-Reply ; Mr.
Leake's Amendment, Division (Amend-
event negatived); fifth day of debte-
Adjournment.

'ris SPEAKER took the chair tit -1.30
ocloek, p.m.

P RAYES.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the PREMIER: By-laws of Metro-

politan Waterworks Board, also of the
Freninti , Leedlerville, Northaw, Broad
Arrow, Coolgardie, East Fremantle,
Bulong, Suhiaco, Perth, Albany, Boulder,
Southern Cross and Day Dawn niuni-
* ipalities. Als& , Reg-ulations re Pearl
Shell Fisheries under tlse Iinznigra-
tion Restriction Act. Retur showing
Governmuent balances at variout banks.
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By the COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:
Report showing the comparative value
of New South Wales coat and the Collie
coal.

Ordered to lie on the table.

QUESTION: INSPEL;flON OF
ELECTORAL ROLLS.

Ma. KENNY asked the Premier -
(1) The nam1De Of the Inspector of Elec-
toral Rolls, and the amnount, of salary he
received. (2) What special qualifica-
tions, if any, this gentleman possessed
to warrant his appointment to this im-
porta~nt position. (3) What ,,district
cols he had inspected to date. (4) The
total number of names on the Electoral
Rolls throughout the colony immedi-
ately before the last revision. (5) The
number of names of electors struck off
the rolls during the last revision. (6)
The number of names of electors placed
upon the rolls during the last revision.
(7) The total number of electors on the
rolls of the colony to date.

Tim PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
'Forrest) replied:-()11. P. G. Daly;
£250 per annum. (2) Seven years' legal
training and ten years' experience in elec-
toral work in the eastern colonies. (3)
All1 the rolls of the colony. (4) 26,959.
(5) 7,084. (6) 10,265. (7) 30,140.

QUESTION: WEL&rSINKING Ar 'LLF-
BARRA.

MR. KINGSMILL asked the Director of
Public Works :-(1) Why tenders for
three wells in the 40-Mile District of Pil-
barra Goldfleld, returnable over three
weeks ago, had not been dealt with. (2)
When the Government p)roposed to deal
with them.

TnE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. F. H. I'iesse) replied :-A decision
regarding the acceptance of the tenders
recently received for the sinking of cer-
tain wells in the 40-Mlile District of the
Pilbarra Goldfield was delayed pending
the receipt of local information which it
was deemed prudent. to, obtain. The
Government intend to accept three of
the tenders forthwith.

QUESTION: FREMANTLE HAIRBUUKt
WORKS AND DLSIUSSAL OF AN IN-
SPECTOR.
MR. HOLMES asked the Director of

Public Works: -(I) Whether it was true

that the Inspector, Mr. 3ohnstone, who
w.s mentioned in reply re the harbour

works and jetty at Fremantle, had been
recently dismissed from the position he
was said tofill, or had been called upon to
resign his office; and, if so, (2) Whether
the Director of Public Works would in.
form the House whether that action was
taken by the Minister because of demerits
on the part of the Inspector in connec-
tion with the works in quiestion.

Tiia DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(H1on. F. H. Piesse) replied : -(1) It is
quite true that the iiispect or, Johnstone,
mentioned in former reply, has been re-
cently discharged. (2) His being dis-
charged was due to a reorganisation of
the Frenmantle harbour works staff, conse-
quent upon Mr. Royce being removed
from Midland Junction and reinstated at
hairbour works, where he was before.

QUESTION: FREMANTLE BRIDGE AND
PERTfH CAUSEWAY BRIDGE.

Ma. HOLMES asked .thc Director of
Public Works:-(l) Whether there had
been an error of l4ft. in the heigrht of
the Fremantle Bridge, -which had in-
volved the department in a large in-
creased Outlay on that work. (2) Whe-
ther an error or errors in the construc;-
tio-i of the Perth Causeway bridge
recently had made a difference of from-
nbout £4,000 to £13,000 in the cost of
that undertaking. (3) Assuming both
questions to be answered 'in the affirmna-
tive, whether any action had been taken
by the department to prevent a similar
occurrence in the future.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUB3LIC WORKS
(foR- F. H. Plesse) replied).:-(1) As
regards the Frenmantle bridge, the
alteration was not due to any error,
hut the contract provided for a. low-
leve! bridge with lift span, and on
tlu' return of the Engineer-in-Chief
from England he thought the lift
span would be too much inconveni-
ence to traffic, and recommended that
the bridge be raised. This was
adopted, without any loss or expense
other than the cost of the additional
work. I should also mention that, when
the temporary bridge was first designed,
it was considered that it would only be
there for a short time, as the construc-
tion of a permanent iron bridge with
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swin g spana was intended to be under-
taken immediately, and it was the post-
ponenent of this work which made it the
more desirable to make the temporary,
bridge more commodious than originally
intended. (2) As regards Perth Causeway
bridge, the additions "'ere not due to
any error in design, but when the addi-
lions. came to be made it was found that
the original bridge was in a. much worse
state than was apparent on the surface,
and a fresh contract was let for the more
extended work, which also provided for
increased wvidth of roadway, and for a
401 t. clear opening for river tra~ffic, and
good value has been received for the
money expended. (3) The answers are
not in the a-ffirmative.

QUESTION: TESTING OF CHAIN
SLINGS.

MaR. HIGHAM asked the Commissioner
oi Railways;: -Whether in view of the re-
cent decision in the Supreme Court, in
which a. steamship.- company was minulted
in heavy damages for an accident caused
through the breaking of a. chain sling,
thje company having been accused of
neglect to have the samne properly tested,
the Commissioner would authorise the
Locomotive Department to test, stamp,
and grant certificates for these slings, on
payment of stipulated fees.

THE COMNMISSIONFA OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) replied, that
the question of testing chain slings; in
the Locomiotive Workshops was now
under consideration, and if suitable ar-
rantrements. coruld be made to carry out
the necessary tests satisfactorily, the
Government would undertake the work.

MOTION: ADDRFM S-IN-REJVLY.

MRt. LEAKE'ti AME1N~htIENT-DIYIJ1ON.

riern DAY OF DEBATE.
Debate resuased on the motion for

adoption of the Address-in-Reply to the
Governor's Speech, and on the amend-
ment by Mr. Leake to add the following
new paragraph:-

We, however, desire to express our disap-
proval of the proposal for reappropriation con-
tained in paragraph 26 of Your Excellency's
Speech. This course is, in our opinion, one
which should not be followed, as it practicativ
cormmits the colony to an expenditure with-
out previously, havinir made due provision far

payment; and we feel that it would be unwise
et the present time, directly or indirectly,
to increase the indebtedness of the colonyv by
raising further loans, 6r doing annthina that
would necessitate so doing, until we have at
least exhausted the -present loan antkkorisa-
tion.

MR. CON NOR (East Kimberley). I
notice it has been the practice for
bon. members not to confine themselves
to the amendment proper, but to a great
extent to refer to other portions of the
Goverhior's Speech. I hope hon. mem-
bers will bear with me, and I will pro-
mise to save them the trouble of listen.
ing to me at great lenrtth on another oc-
casion later on. The amnendment, to my
mind, is in the nature of a direct attack
on the whole of the policy of the Govern
ment, and particularly on the policy of
the Works and Railways Departments.
It is not so much a question of the
money necessary to carry on certain
works, having been taken from a fund
,which already exists, as it is a matter of
direct attack on the Government. Mly
friends of the Opposition will agree that'
what I have said is quite right ; indeed,
I do not think they could well deny it.
In the first place, if this amendment is
carried, it simply means there can be no
more public works carried out in the
colony under the present Government.
The hands of the Government would be
tied, and the only borrowing power they
would have would be that necessary Tr
construct the Coolgardie water scheme.
That is rather a false positionD for this

Rouse to put itself in. If this amend-
went is carried, it will bring the whole
of the public works policy of the colony
to a deadlock and a standstill. Should
this amendment be carried, and the oc-
cupants of the Treasury benches have to
take their seats on the Opposition side,
I ask bion. members who are now in Op-
position how, wvhen they do come over
here., they are g-oing to carry on the
works any more than the present Minis-
try are carrying them on at present.

Ma. ILLINOWOaTH: When we get there
we will tell you.

A. CONNOR - I want to know at little
about it before, and that is my feeling
as an independent member who does no~t
irnflict. himself much on the House, as a
rule. Mlost. people with fairly common-
sense, business views wvill agree, with me

[ASSEMBLY.] Rfth day of Debate.
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in what I have said. The Government
are blamed because the affairs of the
colony are in a bad state, and because
the commercial people are suffering.
Hon. members who talk so much about
the state of affairs being the fault of the
Government forget a great many things
which have an influence at. the present
time. One mnatter not spoken of before,
but which has a very serious effect indeed
on the affairs of the country, is the pre-
sent war scare in Europe. A great deal
of the tightness in finance-and the 0 r-
pesition are quite right as to that tight-
ness which everybody in business is feel-
ing-is due to the war scare. People
in London who have been helping to de-
velop our resources cannot afford to do
that now, and do not wish ~o c-ontinue
their efforts under the present state of
affairs in Europe. I do not hulhieve: ,r
the system of reappropriation which
this amendment is levelled against, if it is
possible to do without such reappropria-
tion. But to abuse the administration
of the country is not the way to cure the
fault which is said to exist, \t e *,i the
Government side of the House-I think
I can speak for most members on that
side-would like to see some suggestion
from the Opposition, who should be able
to say, "If we were in powv.-r we would be
able to carry on the finances. of the
country in a particular way." No sugges-
tion of the kind has come from the
leader of the Opposition, pr fruti± aiy
other Opposition memiber who has spoken)
on the question. Until the Opposition
can show that they could carry on the
affairs of the country better than the
hon. gentlemen now in power, they will
not get the support necess in' to Inut
them in the proud position of adnminis-
trators of the country.

MR. LESAKE: Do as you arc told and
you will do very well.

Ai. CONNOR:- The leader of the
Opposition is laughing at me, and I do-
not know why.

MR. LEAKE: You are so humorous.
MR. CONNOR: I was thinking the

other day of a play I once saw called
"Boccaccio," in which the gentleman who
took the part of the clown was most
amusing. But I fail to see that it would
add to the dignity of the House if "13cc-
caecio" were introduced here even with

all the advantages of a clever clowvn. A
great amount of abuse has been levelledl
at the Commissioner of Railways, who,
we are told, is incompetent, extravagant,
and wasteful. The Commissioner of
Railways has not been absolutely per-
fect in what he has done. He has mnaad
mistakes, as we are all liable to do. But
he is an honest, and, as is well known,
an honourable, hard-working man, who
does his best1 and his best is as good as
would be that of the carping critics who
run him down so much.

Mn. JAMES: That is not saying much,
anyhow.

MR, CONNOR: In reference to the
Frenmantle harbour works, criticism is
levelled at the Engineer-in-hief, who,
we are told, is ruining the country. it
is said that the works are costingy a great
deal more than they should cost, and
more than the works would cost if done
by contract. I fail to see where the in-
conmpetenc6 of the Engineer-in-Chief
comes in. Some years ago Sir John
Coode, the greatest authority. on harbour
works in the world, came here to report
on the scheme for the formation of the
Freniantle hairbour. Sir John Coode isq
the one an in the world who can tell
u,; whether any particular harbour works
can be carried out, and he said this work
could not he done. On one hand we have
Sir John Goode and on the other the pre-
sent Engineer-in-Chief, and the result is
the Fremantle harbour works. It is one
of the greatest works that has been com-
pleted in the world during the past few
years. Within a few months it will be
possible to bring into that harbour the
largest mail ships afloat. These works are
a credit to the country, a credit to the
Government who undertook the respon-
sibility of carrying themi out, and a
credit to the Engineer-in-Chief. I do
not know another man in Australia who
could have cardied out the works so suc-
cessfully as Mr. O'Connor hats done. We
have heard a great deal lately about the
difference between departmental work
and contract work. The Government are
abused because works are done depart-
mentally, and in the next breath mem-
bers criticise the additions to the jetty
at the North Mole, Fremantle, and
blame the Government because that was
not carried out departmentally but by

Addrea8-in-Reply: [29 JuNE, 1898.1
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contract. Which work was the best-
the departmental work, which cost Rome
what more and was done properly, or the
contract work, which was done badlyl
A great deal of credit is due to those w'ho
carried out the works departmentally ;
but there is not much credit to anybody
who had anything to do with the con-
tract works.

Mn. ILLANGwoRTH: Did not the Gov-
ernment inspect the contract work?

MnR. CONNOR: This amendment is
what may be called a. railway no-con-
fidence motion. We have had similar
In otions, here before, not in the form of a
no-confidence amendment, 'but in other
forms, on which we have had great de-
bate. In the face of all the opposition
to any railway extension w'hich comes
f romn certain parts of the Rouse, it is well
to remember that the greatest number
of miles of railway that have been built
in the last ten years in m'y lpart of the
world have been built in Western Aus-
tralia. If wve can afford to go on, does
ainy hon. member say we are to stop ex-
nctly where we are? I do not think any
hon. member would say that. In the
face of the fact that gold is, being got
in such quantities at Mount Leonora, the
Government are perfectly justified in
building a railway there as soon as they
can afford to do so. We do not antici-
pate remaining as we axe in respect to
railway extension in this colony. We
hope some day soon, when things are
a bit brighter, to have some rail-
way extension in the North. Some
of my Northern friends desire a railway
from Port Hedland to Pilbarra, But
we do not want to ask what is impossible.
It is not possible to have that railway
now, and, therefore, we do, not ask for
it, But if the finances. could afford it,
that railway would be asked for, and I do
not see how it could be refused. What
has led to this debate is the fact that a
certain amount of money is proposed
to be borrowed from the loan authorised
for the Coolgardie water scheme.

TRE PREMIER: It is only on paper.
AIR. CONNOR: The Coolgardie water

scheme is an absolute necessity, and
thant is the tenor of my note on the
subject. If it be possible under pro-
per restrictions to safeguard the Gov-
ernment of the country, it wvould be the

duty of the Government, in my humble
opinion, to allow part of this scheme, at
least, to be carried out by private enter-
prXise. This. would relieve some of the
funds required to carry out works neces-
sary in other parts of the colony. The
question of railway rates need not be
discussed here. I think I will leave what
I have got to say on other matters of pub-
lic policy until the debate on the Address-
in-Reply proper comes on. I will cer-
tainly vote against the amendment, and
I believe there is a sufficient majority
in the House to throw the amendment
out. It has been impressed on members
that the Upper House has carried a
motion of no confidence in the pre-
sent Government. I have spoken,
since the division occurred, to nearly
every member of the Upper House
who made a speech on that occa-
sion, and these members said-nearly
evetT one of them, not quite every one
-that it was not a no-confidence amend-
int ;that it was mecrely a. suggestion.

I think the hon. members of the other
House are very sorry for it now. This
is a financial question, of course, and is
broug-ht before the House wvith the idea
of saving money for the country, or of
keeping the country from spending
mcney which it cannot afford to spend.
I take it that is the ob~ject of the
amenudment. That being so, we shall
see, in a few mpnths from now, where
the boasted patriotism of hon. members
on the opposite side of the House comes
in, "-hen, the question of payment of
members, is brought before the House.
'e shall then see exactly the amount of

Jpatriotism which they possess, and 'we
.shall find out that the amendment has
been moved, not so much because money
is to be borrowed, but it is the fact of
these hon. members' extremely uncom-
promising -opposition to those in power
which has induced it.

Tns PREMIER: Hear, hear.
MR. LEAKn: I wish you would make

yourself clear on that point.
Mit. CONNOR: I thought I was very

distinct.
MR. Siupso.j: Loud, but not distinct.
AIR. CONNOR: The country is large

enough for all of us to live in; and, if
wa look after the development of the
country in many ways which st aze not

[ASSEMBLY] Pifth day of Debate.
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cing at the present time, it would lead
to greater Success. I am growing grey
in the service of the country ; and
I hope younger members of the House
will not think I am endeavouring to
dictate to them. I thaank the Govern-
menit for introducing paragraph 21
into the Governor's Speech, and I iCo
so as the member for East Kim-
berley. A motion wvill be tabled in re-
ference to this matter by the hon. mnem-
ber for York (Mr. Monger) in a few days,
and) then I shall be able to give ainy ex-
plarntion hon. members desire on this
matter.

MRs. LEAKS: Is that the tick ques-
tion I

MRs. CONNOR: Yes; that is the tick
question.

MR. LEAKS: Oh!
Tnr MINISTER OF MINES (Hon. H.

B. Lefroy): The amendment to the Ad-
dress-in-Reply which is nowv before the
House, and which has been brought for-
ward by the leader of the Opposition,
states as followvs:-

We, however, desire to express our disap-
proval of the proposal for reappropriation
contained in paragraph 26 of Your Excel-
lency's Speech. Thbis course is. i .n our ovinion.
one which should not be followed, as it orac-
tically commits the colony to an expenditure
without previously having made due urovision
fin payment; and we feel that it would be
unwise at the present time, directly or in-
directly, to increase the indebtedness of the
colony by raising further loans, or doing any-
thing that would necessitate so dome until we
have at least exhausted the present loan
authorisation.

MRs. LEARE: Hear, hear.
Tiu MINISTER OF MAINES: Thebaon.

member states here in this amendment
that it is unwise at the present time,
directly or indirectly, to increase the in-
debtedness of the Colony; and he goes
on further and says: "Until 'yehave at
least exhausted the, present loan autho-
risation ;" so that "the present time," I
take it, should extend until the present
lonip authorisation has been expended.
It is no use putting in the amendment
that ait the present time it is not con-
sidered by the House that any further
expenditure should be entailed. But
the hon. member distinctly says here,
aind asks the House to agree to it, that no
further loan money should be expended

until at least we have exhausted the pre-
sent loan authorisation.

THE PREMER: Ile says "at least."
THE MINISTER OF MINES: "At

least." Therefore "the present time"
extends until the loan authorisation has
been exhausted. When the right bon. the
Premier replied to the leader of the Op-
position, he, told the House that the
G4overnment would not consider this
amendment as; one of want of confidence
in the Government.

Ma. ILLINOWORTH: What are you go-
ing to do about it noov?7

THn MINISTER OF MINES : Since
the Premier made that anouncemeat to
the House-and it was also, made to the
country-circumnstances have very con-
siderably altered.

MRs. LEAKE What is the alteration.?
Tnu MINISTER OF MINES: I say

the circumstances have been very con-
siderably altered. In another place a
slimilar amendment to that brought for-
wivtd here was introduced.

MR. LEAKS: And debated.
THE MINISTER OF MINES: It has

been debated in another place. The
hon. member who has just sat down
(Mr. Connor-) told us that many of the
hon. gentlemen in another place who
voted for the amendment were not aware
at that time that it would be considered
a motion of want of confidence in. the
Gcvernment. These circumstances have
considerably altered matters ; and, as
the right hon. the Premier is not able
again to speak on the amendment, I, on
behalf of the Government, wish to in-
form the House that, should this amend-
went be massed after what has occurred
in another place, the Government will
be obliged to consider their position.
Th0 amendment will, therefore, be treated
as- one of want of confidence in the Gov-
erment.

MR. SimpsoN: The country would in-
sist upon it.

MR. LEAKS: Did not we tell you so
at first?

*Thxa SPEAKnR: Order! Orderi
MRs. LEAKES I wish to vise to a point

of order, Mr. Speaker.
Tire SPEAKER: What is the point of

order?
MRs. LEAKE: I wish to correct a mis-

statement made by the Minister of
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Mines. The Premier spoke in this
House and announced that the amend-
ment 'would not be considered a motion
of want of confidence in the Govern-
inent, after he knew that the Legisla-
tive Council had passed their emend-

mienlt.
Tnr PREMnnR: I did not. At any rate,

I 1uad no time to consider the question.
TRn MINISTER OF MINES: I have

it on the authority of the Premier and
leader of the House that he was not
awaure, wvhen he made his speech3 that
this amendment had been passed in
another place.

MR. LEASE: I say he was aware of
it.

Tmo PREMIER: YOU changed your
amendment altogether. You should
not change your opinions.

TinE MINISTER OF MINES : I wish
to inform hon. members that if this
Amendment is passed in its present
state, the Government will have to con-
sider their position.

MR. SimpsoN: The country would
insist upon it.

Thsu MINISTER OF MINES: It is the
duty of the Government to inform the
House of this, and to take their sup.
porters into their confidence at the pre-
sent time. It is the duty of the Gov-
emnient to inform hon. gentlemen who
have assisted them in carrying on the
Government of this country for a nuin-
her of years, the position they intend to
take ul) at the present, time. The
Government wvere. returned at the last
ge neratl election, I think, with a large
ilia 'ority.

MuR. ILLINOWORTH: It has changed
since.

TUE MINISTER OF MINES: No.
Ma. ImaNowown': The Government

have changed.
THE MINISTER Or MINES: It is

impossible for every hon. member to
agree with the policy of the Government
in toto. The point which the Govern-
ment look at is this : Have the
Government the confidence of the
country, and has the country' more
confidenG2 in theni than in any
other body of men who could be
selected fromt the other side to Occupy
these benches? It would be impossible
for the Government to carry on the ad-

ministration of the country .under con-
ditions such as I have alluded to; there-
fore, with this amendment, the Govern-
mient. intend to take up the position I
have stated. The Premier considers it
the duty of the Governmient at the pre-
sent moment to take hon. members of
the House into our confidence.

,Mn. LnAKE: We told you you would
have to do it.

TRm MINISTER OF MINES: Do hon.
members wish to say that the Coolgardie
wvater scheme-of which we all think so
much, and which we hope will in the
near future be completed-

AIR. SiMPSON : By private enterprise.
THn MINISTER OF MINES: Is that

work to stop, and strangle all other
works in the colony? I do not think
that is the wish of hon. members. If
the ainendmnen~t is passed, it simply
means that and nothing else. The
leaders of opinion on the other side-,
those wvho endeavour to guide the politi-
cal views or votes of hon. members on
the other side-adopted, in dealing wvith
this matter, ani uncommon style of
debate. The hon. member for Central
Mfurohison (MIr. Illingworth) looked at
the Speech which he had beore him,
and turned it over, and turned it upside
down, nd turned it inside out, and the
lion, member then sai d there was
nothing in it.

Ma. LEAKE: Hear, hear.
THE MINISTEBi OF MINES: But

his leader admitted that the Speech was
one on wvhich lie should framie a motion
of w-ant of confidence in the Government.
Wha~t did the hon. member for Centr-al
Murchison do, in his desperation? He
threw out his grappling-hooks at the
Unfortunate Minister of Mines. That
was all the hon. member could do. I
e-cuse the hon. member for the remarks
which he made on that occasion.

MR. ILLy.Nowourn: You need not.
TOR MINISTER OF MINES: The

hon. memiber for Central Murchison ad-
mnitted thant the Speech was so rounded,

so complete with matter, so solid with
good substance, that he could do
nothing but clutch at the hon. member
who faced him. Honest criticism is in-
teresting, but when it is accompanied
hr contuniclr beaned on those who are
opponents, I think the words which are



Addrsa-n-Rply [2 JUE, 898] fth day of -Debate. 207

uttered lose a considerable amount of
their sting. If my ability were to be
judged by the amnount, of contumely I
am ablo to hurl at hon. members in
this House, I am pleased to think
I have no ability at all. Some
members who have spoken do not
believe in anything that they see in His
Excellency's Speech. It was simply a
statement of what has been done in the
past and what is proposed to he done in
the future. Surely -when the directors
of a company go before shareholders, it
is their duty to say what has been done
in the past and what they are likely to
do in the future. It is; said that His
Excellency's Speech is full of nothing4 but
works, works, works-works that have
been done find works we propose to
do; hut I think it is the duty of the
Government to inform the House what
they have done in the past and what
they propose to do, in the future. I
have bcen told that we should not ask
for money unless it is absolutely neces-
sary. The policy of the Government
hats been to develop this country, and to
openU it up,. more particularly the gold-
fields. Since the Government have been
in office, ratilway and telegraph lines have
been extended throughout the interior.
They do not want to stop constructing
public works until the Coolgardie water
works scheme has been completed. On
the contrary they are. anxious to develop
the country as quickly as possible. 'They
say, "We have at fine district at Bonnie
Vale, splendid auriferous country itt
Mount Margaret, Mount Leonora, and
Mfount Ida. It is our desire to
tap that country, and to, place the
peoole there in the saute position
as those about Coolgardie, Ralgoor-
lie, and Mfenzies. We want to de-
velop the gold deposits of this country,
because we fcel it will be mainly due to
them that a great colony wvill be built up
in this part of the world." The Bonnie
Vale railway was called aL suburban line,
and it was said that it should not be
built because it is only a. suburban line.
Ii there any reason why it should not lie
built simply because it is a suhurl.in
line? The Boulder line is also A
suburban line, but was there snor
opposition to its construction on thtt
account? It is only a few miles fromt 1{al-

goorlie, but is that any reason why it
should not have been bu iltlI The Govern-
meat have inquired into all these matters.
They probably know more about them
than hon. members in this House do,
as a general rule, because they are in a
position to obtain full information, and
they are always obtaining it. The Gov'-
eriunent consider it is wise, in the inter-
estg of the colony, to construct the Bonnie
I-ale line; and also to construct a line
to the north of Menzies, They also cun)-
sider it wise to construct a line to Norse-
man, and to open up and further extend
the development of the auriferous de-
posits in that direction. I trust that
members in this House wvill not be weaned
from the confidence which they have al-
ways expressed in the Government, and
which they declared twelve months ago5
before the electors. I trust that that
confidence will not be dissipated at the
present moment, simply gn the ground of
a motion introduced by the member for
Albany (Mr. Leake). When these mant-
ters com~e on for discussion hereafter, it
will be for the House to decide whether
these works shall be carried out or not.
The Government do not say they are
going to construct these railwaysi. They
say in this Speech what. they prcp..ic to
do. They will bring these matters be-
fore the House at the proper time, and
the House will be asked to decide wihe-
ther these railways and the other works
mentioned in His Excellency's Speech are
to be cons!tructed or not.

MR. LEAKE: You will come down
the- with this no-confideince motion.

rrHE pan'MRn: Oh, no.
Ts MINISTER OF 1fINES.- We,

are now commencing a new session, and
J think the House wants to go to work.
There is a great deal to be done, and I
believe members a-re desirous of dis-
po sing of a large amount of the business
before them. I, therefore, hope that
members will look at this question in
a fair way, and consider well what the
issue is. Put briefly, it is this : Are
the members of this House, is the coun-
try, prepared to change the Govern-
ment at the present moment, or not?
That is the question which memhers
will have to consider and decide. If the
Government have any nride in themn
at all, surely when they find that
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a majority of this House, coupled
with a majority of the other
House, have no confidence in them
they will not hold office for a
moment. [THE PREMIER: Hear, bear.]
I am quite certain the right hon. gentle-
man at the bead of the Government
would not retain office for one momenit
if he felt he had not the confidence of
the country. [''ns PREMIER: Hear,
hear.] The confidence of the country
is to be gauged 'by a vote of this House.
PTus PRinEE: Hear, hear.] The House
has now to echo the voice of the country.
[Tyn PREMIER: Hear, hear.] Is it con-
sidered at the present moment that a
majority of the lpeolple of this country
wvish the Government to be placed in
other hands? That is the question
which is to be considered by members
to-night. [Tir PREMIER: Hear, hear.]
I trust members wvill weigh the words
which I have spoken, and that the mat-
ter will be carefully considered by
them. A great interest is at stake,
and I hope members will not allow
themselves to be deprived of that poli-
tical acumen and that intellect which
I know they all appreciate, and are glad
to see placed at the service of this coun-
try. It has been said that members of
this House are not allowed to vote as
they like. [SEVERA.L OPPI'IorN Mxw-
lInks: Hear, hear.]* I deny ibijs.
I have been in this Rouse for some
considerable time, and since I have
been on this side of the House I
have never been asked to vote one
way or the other. Members of the
Opp~osition meet in private at times,
arm discuss what they are going
to do; but I know of no meetings of
this kind which have taken place on
this side of the House.

MR. ILLINoWORTH: It is not at all
necessary.

Tro MINISTER OF MINES: Mem-
bers on this side of the House support the
Government of the day, and I feel sure
the Government will retain the position
they have held in the minds of mem-
bers, and when it comes to a division
we will find that this House has still
the same confidence in the Government
that it had twelve months ago.

Mn. HASSELL (Plantagenet) rose to
address the House.

TnE SPEAKER: The bon. member
has already spoken.

Ma. HASSELL: It was only in ex-
planation.

TBn SPEsAR: It was not an ex-
planation at all. The hon. member has
spoken to the amendment.

[A pause of several minutes ensued,
no member rising to speak.]

Ain. GEORGE (Murray): I rise to
make a few remarks, just to fill in two or
three moments while the other gladiators
aire getting ready for the struggle. The
Director of Public Works the other even-
ing did mue the honour to take notice of
the few remarks I made with regard to
the Fremiantle harbour works, for which
I am much obliged to him. I shall only
say a few words to-night on that subject,
because it is my intention to bring the
miatter forward at a later period of the
session in a way which I think will meet
with the approval of the House. I
hope the country will not think that we
are prepared to take the words of the
Engineer-in-Chief as gospel. The posi-
tion I take up on this subject is this: If
the figures placed at the disposal of the
Press were correct, their conclusions were
inaccurate. If the figures were inaccur-
ate, then, whoever gave them tothe Press
certainly deserves censure. The answer
gven by the Director of Public Works,

or, at any rate, the answer which was
put into his mouth by the Engineer-in-
Chief, was simply this: Neither the En-
gineer-in-Chief nor any of his officers
gave that information to the Press. I
believe every word said by the Director
of Public Works to be true, and every
word put into his mouth to be abso-
lutely untrue; and I shall endeavour to
prove my statement before the session
is over. Till then, I shall reserve any
further remarks with reference to it.
The question we are now discussing is
whether we agree with the reappropria-
lion of loan money. I have stated my
views so fully and so firmly on this sub-
ject before, that I need hardly say that

fintend to vote for the amendment. If
the Governiment propose to take the
amendment as one of want of con-
fidence, then I think they should have
said so when it was moved, so that every
member could have understood what the
exact position was. I do not suppose there
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is a man in this House less desirous of
turning out the Premier. So far as 1
am concerned, I should like to see him
here as long- as he has been sitting here,
that is something like seven years;- and
I believe the country would prosper un-
der his rule;3 but if we are to be told
every time we put the brake on, every
time we say there is something in the
policy of the Government with which we
do not approve, that such action will be
regarded as a want of confidence; if we
aire to be placed, whenever we are making
any criticism on the policy of the Govern-
meat, in the throes of a general election,
then, I say, we are making a fare of Re-
sponsible Government, and I cannot un-
derstand any intelligent and indepen-
dent man accepting such a position. At
any rate, I cannot accept it. We might
3ust as well say, every time the driver
of a coach puts on the brake, that he was
going to spill the coach, and injure the
passengers.

Tnm PREMIER: lIt does not follow con-
stitutional Usage.

MR. GEORGE: I do not know any-
thing about constitutional usage, and I
do not care a button about it. We have
every confidence in the Premier so far
as his honesty is concerned, and if we
are not to tell him when we think he is
wrong, we had better have no Parliamient
and make the Premier what I think he
would be good at--President or Dictator
of the colony.

Tnx PREMIER: But the motion for the
Address-in-Reply is not the time.

MR. GEORGE: I do not know any-
thing about this not being the time. I
do not understand Parliamentary tac-
tics. I govern my Parliamentary life a"
I govern my commercial life. If I find
it is time to speak a word of warning to
my partners I do so, and if I find it time
to speak a. word of warning to the Gov-
ernment, who deal with the destinies of
the colony, I shall do so. If we are not
to do that, the sooner we do away with
Responsible Government and have a dic-
tatorship, the better it will be for the
colony, and the better for the Premier.

MR. WALLACE (Yalgoo):- I rise to
speak on the Addfresa-in-Reply with a
certain amount of fear, because of the
wrath the Premier ha-s showered on 'ion.
members on this aide of the House. We

are sitting here a~s gentlemen legislating
for the good of the country, and not for
the good of any individual. I have list-
ened carefully to the speech of the hion.
member for East Perth (Mr. James), which
was not at all dictatorial1 but which was
full of sound and good advice to the
members of this House. The Premier
seems to take a delight in warning hon.
members on this side of the House to
berware of the steps they are taking. 1
would like to point out to the Premier
that as a. member on this side of the
House-it, may be an unfortunate po-
sition-I am here to be guided only by
may o'vn belief, principles, and con-
science. I am not one who is asked to
vote in a certain way on any particulax
occasion. On all questions on which I
have hitherto voted I have voted as I
believed. I know very often members
on The Government aide of the House
have looked on ma as a sort of tool in
the hands of one or two principal mem-
bers on the Opposition side. I wish the
Premier to forgive me if I express any
opinion which is not approved of by him.
I will touch on one or two matters con-
taiined- in. the Governor's Speech, as it is
probable I may not be here when the
main question is before the House. If
in doing so I commit any error, I trust
you (the Speaker) will overlook it in the
same good-natured way as in the past,
and I sincerely ask the forgiven 'ess of the
Premier if I tread on his corns.

Tats PREMIER: Oh, I forgive you right
off.

MR. WALLACE: Paragraph 2 of the
Governor's Speech alludes to the numer-
ous, interruptions of the last scssion, and
points out that these interruptions will
increase the labours. of the present ses-
sion. There it one very important
question I would like the Government to
consider. I allude to the practice adop-
ted last session of rushing, Bills through
at the last moment. Of something, like
61 Bills brought before the House last
session, some 18 had to be thrown out.
It would have been well if another six
or eight had also been thrown out. One
Bill, introduced I believe by the Attor-
ney General, dealt with workmen's
liens. I take it that the intention of
the Attorney General at the time was to
offer some protection to workmen.
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THE SPEAKER: I do not think the hon.
gentleman can det with that subject,
which has nothing to do with the amend-
ment before the House. The hon. men,-
her can speak again wvhen the amtend-
nient is disposed of.

31R. WALLACE: It is because I fear
I shall not be here when the Address-in-
Reply is being debated that I ventured
to deal with the subject.

Tan SPEAKER: Hon. members should
coifine their speeches as much as pos-
sibic to the, words of the amendmuent, or
questions connected with the amend-
mient.

MR. WALLACE: I ask you to extend
to me the privilege of speaking on these
general questions.

Tan SPEAKER: I would not have
asked the hon. member to confine him-
sc~f to the amendment if he had not
another opportunity of speaking on the
Address-in-Reply.

Ma. WALLACE : I will bow to your
ruling. In reference to the amendment
b~efore the House, I must say that dur-
ing my experience as a, member of the
Assembly it has been the general ous-
torn of memnbers of the Government to
ask members to adopt any Bill they in-
troduced. As a man of commercial ex-
perience I would not for a moment think
of adopting such a system of hook-keep-
ing as is proposed by the Premier ;and
1 take this opportunity of supporting
the amendment. It is pointed out in
the Speech that it is desirable to have
this reappropriation, in order to carry
out certain stated works. The Pre-
mier has said that it is rather early to
speak on this question of the works
policy. But, in fighting, it is wvise always
to wholly disarm your enemy. and not
only partially disarm him. I take this
opportunity of supporting the amend-
ment with a view of taking the whole
of the weapons from the Governmeenton
the introduction of their works policy.
Hor. members on both sides of the
House are quite agreed that the country
has arrived at a stage when it requires
a rest. It would be well for the whole
of the country to take a little rest from
public works. The object of the amend-
ment, as I understand it, is to, stay the
hand of the Government for the pre-
sent. I sincerely hope that during the

debate on these questions every member
will have a free hand to speak and vote
as he likes. As I have another oppor-
tunity of speaking on the Address-in-
Reply, I shall say no snore at present.

MEs. ILLINOWORTE (Central Ufur-
chison): It is one of the peculiar posi-
tio. in the constitutional war or this
House, and all Houses of the same
character, that the debate on the Ad.
dress-in-Reply takes very much the
character of a second-reading debate on
a Bill. It really means that when lion.
members Pass the Address-in-Reply they
accede to the general principles and
policy of the Government.

TTin PREMIER: Do not be misleading,
nO".

MRs. TLLINGWORTH: It would be
just as well if the Premier would take
the, advice he gives to others.

TEE PREMIER: I, myself, never mis-
lead; never I

MR. ILLINGWORTH: If there has
ben anything misleading in this Houise
since I had the honour of sitting in it, it
is the action of the Government in re-
gard to this particular amendment. I
Fay it is one of those unfortunate posi-
tions which Oppositions in all Perlin-
nients are placed in, that, when they do
no approve of the general or vital policy
of the Government, they are compelled
to make their stfitement and position
known at the time the Address-in-Reply
is before the House. Consequently,
whether they desire it or not, they re
compelled to table amendments. It is
their only chance, and the only consti-
tut~onal mode of dealing with the polic 'y
of the Government. Every motion that
the Opposition proposes has always in
times past been accepted by the Gov-
eniment as a motion of wvant of confi-
dence. On this occasion the Opposi-
tirni has been placed in a peculiar posi-
tion. I am fully aware that the Pre-
mier is in the habit of hurling at the
Opposition benches the declaration that
the only one particular object which
ho)). members on that side oftheHouse
have at heart-the only reason why the
Opposition exists at all-is to make a
raid on the Treasuryv benches. If we ore
to listen to, the lanizuaae which has been
used by the Premier-languaae which
he reprobates himself as much as any-
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one could possibly do-when we find
Lim under criticism, bowling, whining,
snapping, and snarling like a run-down
dingo, and waking statements concern-
ing bon. members of the Opposition, as
if they were- irresponsible persons who
have no- object in life but that of raid-
ire the Treasury benches, surely it
places the Opposition in at very peculiar
position. We ore simply carrying out
what is the constitutional practice of all
Prliaments. We are enteringy our pro-
test at this early stage of the parliamen-
tary session against the leading prin-
ciple of the measures which the Govern-
ment propose to, introduce. I would
like the Premier to look at one or two
facts in reference to the position which
hon. members hold in this House. I
prepuiue that the mere fact that mem-
lber, are returned to, thes House is ak
proo& that some people, at any rate, voted
foe them and returned them, and that
they represent somebody. Members are
not here by mere accident. They are
here by the same principles of constitu-
tional Government which placed the
members on thet Ministerial benches.
Members of the Opposition have the
samte rights and privileges as Govern-
ment members, representing, as they do,
a portion of the people of the colony.

Ma. Snsrso-N: We do not represent
quite so many niggers.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: Opposition
members have a duty to perform to
their constituents in Parliament in the
sa~me way as the members. have on the
Ministerial benchea Year after year
this protest has to he made. It is really
time the Premier, who has been leading
the Horuse for seven years, refrained
from hurling against the Onnosition
charges of personal interest, selfish
motives, and attempts to raid the Tree-
suay benches. I amn sure that, if there
hd been three men united on the Op-

position side in their desire to raid the
Treasury benches, the Forrest Ministry
would have fallen long ago.

Tn Pnapsnn: Yoru have tried your
beat and cannot do it.

Ma. ThLLINGWORTH: There has
never been an elfort yet which had for
its object the moving of the Forrest Gov-
ernment, since I had the honour of sitting
in the House. I am in a better position

to know what is the feeling and objects
of the Opposition than the Premier. The
Prt~mier has the honour of representing
348 electors. The leader of the Opposi-
tion has the honour of representing 679
electors. Surely those 619 electors have
as much right to be heard in the House,
an)d to have their member received with
the samue amount of candour, as have
the 348 electors and their represen to-
tive.

Tims Pasmsa: There are more electors
in. my constituency than in yours.

MA, ILLlNGWVOBTH:1 If there were
only six electors in my constituency, they
have v# right to be represented-

Thm PnnUxa: Thea why make the
comparisont

Ma. ILLINGWORTH: When the Pre-
mier takes on himself to say that all
the hionour, integrity, and patriotism
are3 confined to, members who sit on the
Treasury benches, and those who sup-
port themn, he makes a-n unwarrantable
mistake.

HE PREMIER:' I do not think I ever
s'tid that.

MR. ILLINGWOIITH: That is the
oniy inference from the language roll

used.
THE PREMIER: Why, I do not even

think it.
'MR. ILLINGWORTH: I am very glad

that the Premier disclaims thinking
such things as his language pourtrays.
It i's a, common thing in life to find men
using language at times not in hanrconv
with their better judgment, and withi
such it is a, commnon aphorism that "their
hark is worse than their bite." I hope
that is so in this. case, but I
waLnt to press this line of argut-
wient a, little further for another purpose.
The whole of the Ministry represent 1,889
electors, and tbe hon. member who leads
the Opposition, and the hon, member
who was the special object of attack
by the Premier-I mean the hon. mem-
ber for South Fremantle (Mr. Solomon)-
these two gentlemen alone represent more
voters than the whole of the members
who sit on the Treasury benches, I
want to say at this stage that we on this
side of the House have 13 members, and
these 13 members were returned to the
Rouse to represent 7,719 electors; and
there was one hon. member who has taken
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up his seat on the Ministerial side of the
House-I regret he is not now in his
place-who was returned, if I understand
nightly, and who took his seat on the
Opposition benches, to represent 2,080
voters. If wve were to take these figures
and add them to the 13 members-

TMa PRMIR He has left you now.
You cannot count him.

MR. RLLINGWORTH: We all know
the reason why the hon. member made
the change.

MR. SmrisoNi: The "deal' came off.
MR,. ILLINGWORTH: It sometimes

happens that these things occur in Par-
liamentary life. We have to look at it
in this way: that 22 members, including
members sitting on the Treasury benches
and the Speaker, were returned by 6,640
voters, and the 13 members who sit on
the Opposition benches were returned
by 7,710 voters. I have here some other
interesting figures on this subject, but I
do not intend to use them at the present
stage. Surely it is time it was admitted
that when hon. members rise on this side
of the House and oppose the proposals
of the Government, and make state-
mneats, they have some authority for
so doing. Granted we have not all the
wisdom of those sitting on the Treasury
benches-we. do not aspire to that yet-
and it will be time to know our policy
and to show our wisdom, and to
bhow how we can govern the country,
when the country, through the House,
calls upon us to do so. At present we
have another duty to perform, just as
important to Parliamentary life as the
government of the country, and that is,
to see that the country is properly
governed. Our duty is not to govern,
not to show how things can be better
done, but our duty is clearly to see that
the Government, empowered and trusted,
and being in a position of responsibility,
carries out that responsibility, in accord-
ance with. the will of the people. I come
now to the amendment before the House.
What is its history? We thought at
first, when we saw the Governor's Speech,
that really there was nothing in it to de-
bate, and that it would be better to wait
and deal with the questions as they came
before the House. By-and-by it became
forced upon us by circumstances, as the
House knows, how desirable it was to
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enter some protest, and that protest was
entered in the mildest possible form. The
Premier said it was not an amendment
rt wvant of confidence in the Government.
We find that something happens in an-
other place, and in order to harmonise
the voice of the people as it is repre-
sented by two Houses, another amend-
inent is tabled, and the leader of the
ffouse declares that he will not accept.
that amendment as one of want of
confidence in the Government. The
Premier allows his supporters to express
their minds so freely-for which I thank
him-he allowed the debate to proceed
rrom this side of the House on the under-
standing that it was not to be accepted
as a question of want of confidence.

THE PREsMR You know it was,
though.

AIR. ILLINGWORTH: I think the
Souse will remember that I stated so on
that occasion, but the Premier said he
was the leader of the House.

Tax PREMIER: It was not the same
amendment, though.

MRs. ILLINGWORTH: Having re-
.eived such a rebuke from the leader of

the House, I thought it right to settle
down quietly. I knew before that I was
not the leader of the House, and that the
Premier had the right to say whether
the amendment was one that would be
accepted as a question of want of con-
fidence or not. I did not want educat-
ing in that respect; but if the Premier
chooses to take up a certain position in
the House, I claim the right to criticise
that position, and state my view of the
position which he takes up. I say that
the Premier placed the House, his own
supporters, and the members on this side
in a false position. Now, at the close
of the debate, when three Ministers have
spoken, the fourth gets up to say at this
particular stage the Government have
deemed it wise to accept the amendment
as one of want of confidence. I cannot
compliment the Premier on his tactics,
but his supporters have to settle this
question.

Tim PREMIR: Your side has changed.
MR. ILLINOWOIRT]E: We always

change for the better, and we hope to con-
tinue to change for the better until we are
as good as those who sit on the Treasury
benches, if it is possible to rise to so high
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and noble a position. The hon. member
who has taken up the duties of the Min-
ister of Mines has been pleased to refer
to some remarks which I made, and
this gives me an opportunity of calling
attention to another piece of adminis-
traution. I would like the Premier to
take this matter into his serious consider-
ation, because I think he is not fully
aware of its effect. I do not say that
the hon. gentleman who administers the
Mines Department is responsible for this
little matter. I complain that it was
done by the hon. gentleman who made
the alteration which is known as clause
103. Referring to that clause, I may
say I have strong feelings on that ques-
tion, and I have a good deal I would like
to say upon it, but I am of opinion that
so much has already been said in the
pres and on the platform in reference to
clause 103-

Tux PRanoxa: What has that to do
w"ith this amendment?

MR. ILLINGWQRTH: It is not neces-
sary for the time of the House to he oc-
cupied with a debate upon clause 103.
We have this fact, that the Government
climbed up thbe bill and then climbed
down again.

MR. SiImrsoN: They fell down.
MR. ILLINOWORTH1: And they are,

as they say in military parlance, "as you
were." On the 3rd of December a
Gazettt notice appeared, and its reading
was something to this effect: "It is here-
by announced that the occupation for
mining- or for residence or business under
any miner's right"-I may say I am not
responsible for the drafting of this par-
ticular clause, which is as curious a piece
of reatding- as I have ever struck-"!or
land lying or situated within 40 chains
of the boundary of any town-site, hereby
or hereafter created or enlarged within
any goldfield now or which was pro-
claimed, which being now or hereafter"
-I would call hon. members' attention
to the drafting of this, it is so sublimely
pretty-

THE MINISTER Or MIN9s: Perhaps the
hon. member would lik me to read it for
him 'I

MR. ILLINGWORTH: I can read it
myself. It is only a question of the eon-
struction. Well, the substance of this
beftutiful declaration is that the Govern-

ment have taken upon themselves to ar-
bitrarily fix how far gold is to come into
a township, and the effect is this: If the
Government choose to say that they will
extend the townsite of Boulder to in-
clude the existing mine known as the
Boulder, as I read this, they are able to
do that and take possession of the mine.
But the point that. affecta me and my
district, and other districts, is this, that
if a mine is abandoned wvhich existsf with-
in 40 chains of a town site, now declared
or hereafter to be declared, and some-
one else says he will take the ground and
work it, the Gazette notice prevents. a
lease being wranted.

THE PREMIER: The Goldields Act will
deal with that question.

MR. ILLINGWO11TH: We are talking
about the administration of the Govern-
ment, now.

THE MiNnsrsa OF MiNEs: All this is
ancient history.

Mn. ILLINGWO1ITH: That is what
the Address-in-Reply is, ancient history
of your departments. I simply want
to call attention to this piece of adminis-
tration in order that we may, if possible,
have the attention of the Minister called
to it, so that the power that created this
piece of business may destroy it. if
the Minister of Mines likes to start mak-
irng himself useful in the Ministry, he will
take hold of this piece of business at once,
and from conversations. I have had with
him I think he sees that something is
wanting there. The kernel of the amend-
ment which is before the Rouse is this:
We object to the transfer of certain loan
moneys for other purposes I take it
for wranted that the place from which
these mnoneys are to be taken is the great
Coolgardie water loan. I would like to
call the attention of the Premier for a
moment to this question. This Cool-
g1ardie water scheme, as has already been
said by a memuber of the Opposition, is
hanging like a, pall over this country.
The Government are now engaged in con-
structing the head-works of this scheme.
I have to suggest this, that the Govern-
mrent should complete these head-works
and control the source of supply, and that
they should entertain some of the pro-
posals with which they are better ac-
quainted than I sam. Let the work he
corstructed by private enterprise to thc
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goldfields, the Government retaining in
their own hands the head-works, and con-
trolling the water supply. It is evident to
everybody that these Coolgardie water-
works, however necessary they may be,
are standing in the way of the advance-
ment of the country at the ])resent stage.

THE PREMIER: Not a bit of it.
Mn. ILLINGWORTH: The Treasurer

ib not able to raise the money he wants
for other p)urposes, and this scheme
stands in die way. I Ian not going to
speak of the Coolg-ardie water-works as
a whole, because, as I said last session,
if the House decided to go on with the
scheme after the repeated protests I have
made, when I found myself standing al-
most alonre, thereafter I would not
trouble the House with any further dis-
cussion of the scheme itself. But I have
not altered my convictions about the
scshenme, and I say now it will not lie con-
structed within the timle. Two years
out of the three have already gone by.
The scheme will not be constructed for
the price-I am satisfied of that-and,
moreover, it will never be a paying con-
cern. The Government will not get the
money for the water to pay the expenses
of maintenance and interest.

THI; PREMIER: How will a private
company do it if we cannot?1 It would
ruin them.

MA. ILLINGAOJITH: I do not think
the Premier is concerned about the ruin
of a private comapany.

Tnis PREMIER: I am very much con-
cerned.

MA. ILLINGWQIITH: A private com-
pany can construct public works far
cheaper than the Government.

THE PREMIER: Ohil!
1 ,n DIRECORru OF lrmic Woars:

That may have been under other Goy-
ernmnents.

AIR. ILLINOWORtTH: The other colo-
nies, have not had such people as Mfinis-
ters of Works and Chief Engineers as we
have. What about -New Zealand under
the same Engineer-in-Chief? What
about the Vogel blunders and the Cillies
blunders-works policies that have
brought those countries to their knees?
I commend earnestly to the House and
the country that the time has come when
the Government should take into con-
sideration whether they cannot possibly

arrange for the construction and comn-
piction of the Coolgardie water-works
past the head-waters, by private enter-
prise. The Government will have this
advantage: they will control the water.
Sup-posing a company to be marvellously
successful, and that company proceeded
to charge more than it was advisable to
.allow them to charge, the Government
would have complete control of the sup-
ply. But, if I am not mista~ken, IJe
.scheme will be a complete failure, and
then a company will have to take upon
itself the responsibility. The Govern-
ruent wvould not be responsible, and thi
wisest thing for the Government to do
is to allow the work to be carried out
by private enterprise. A Company
can get a price for the water which the
Government Cannot get. The Govern-
ment should know that there are no rea.
sonable grounds for constructing the
Bonnie Vale railway, but that political
influence is constructing it.

THE Pnusnzxa: No.
Ma. ILLINGWORTh: I said that

political influence is at the bottom of the
construction of that railway, and the
same political influence that is proposing
to construct that railway can also lower
the price of water. If political influence
is proposing to construct the railway
from Nor-seman to Coolg-ardie, that same
political influence will be ten timies more
powerful to induce the Government to re-
duce the price of water. I once more
urge upon the Government the import-
ance of relieving the finances of this
country from the incubus of the Coolgai-
die water scheme, by allowing it to be
completed by private enterprise. I urge
the Government strongly to take this
view of the matter into their considera-
tion. We are told that the reappropria-
tion of the mioneys referred to in, His
Excellency's Speech is necessary for the
construction of the proposed railways.
If the Government had boldly told us.
w-hat I think is correct, that they in.
tended to advance a portion of the ;money
for the completion of the Fremnantle bar-
bour works, we could have understood
the position. For works that we are
pledged to construct we must raise the
money from somewhere. I ask the right
hon. gentleman at the head of the Gov-
ernment to take into consideration the
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fact that this House passed a Bill for the
construction of a railway front Cue to
Sannine, and that this House had a
pledge from the Premier that he would
not transfer the contract for that railway
to another district. Will the Director
of Public Works say that the rails which
were indented for that particular railway
were not used for another line? The Cue
to Nannine railway has been passed in
this House, the rails were indented for
the work, and now what do we see 1-the
Government proposing to take the line
to the eastern portion of that very dis-
trict in order to divert the East Mur-
chison traffic to Coolgardie. The work
to which this House has pledged itself is
the one which should be constructed.
The railway should go on to Nan~nine,
and should branch an to Peak Hill and
the trunk line on to Lake Way; and if
there is to be a connection between the
Ceolgardie, and Murchison fields, it should
be east by Lake Way. The policy which
the Government propose is one which I
cannot support. The Government may
have reasons why they want to go to
Mount Leontora. We shall perhaps hear
somethingr about water. I am prepared
to give the matter consideration. Per-
haps we shall be told that it has cost
Z100,000 to take the water on to, Men-
zes. I suppose the Government will
tell us that they want to go as far as
Mlount Leonora in order to save, that ex-
pense That argument is, so far good ;
but to transfer moneys in the way pro-
posed is simply financial juggling. I
have used that expression before:- I do
not 'withdraw it, but emphasise it. I
protested last session against the trans-
ference of the £395,000, but the House
made it a, charge on the next year's
revenue.

THE Pmmnmrt: No, no.
Mn. JLLINGWVORTU: Unidoubtdly.

When I stated that there was no way of
repaying that money except by making
it at charge on the next year's revenue,
there was no denial from the Treasury
bench.

Mn. Lxxnx: It would he paid some-
bow and some day. That was all we
could get out of that.

ME. TLLINGWORTH: The railways
which the Government now propose to
construct were not thoug-ht of then ; hut

the railway to Nannine, which was
passed by the House, and for which the
rails were indented, is not constructed
at all, and anotheir railway is to be con-
structed in its stead.

Tan PRtEmiER: The people say they
do not wacnt it.

MR. ILLING-WOIITH: At a neeting
just held, they protested otherwise.

THE PREMIER:. Then they have rhnu mged
their minds.

Ma. ILLINOWORTH: The Cornmis-
stoner of Railways has given us most
valuable information. I thank him for
it, because he has shown its that when
the. railway to Menzies went only ais far
as Boorabbin it paid. Now we are told
that the railway is nort paying-that it
is costing over £100 expenses for every
£100O it earns& What has been the ruin
of the colony from which I came?-
that railways have been constructed into
unprofitable country.

THrE PREMIER: Namie them.
MR. ILLINGWVORTH: I ami speaking

now of Victoria.
THE PREMIER: I beg your par-don.
MR. ILLINGWORTH: I said that

Victoria had bean ruined by the exten-
sion of railways into unprofitable
country. The Attorney Gefieral knows
I am correct in making that assertion.
HFa knows; hutndreds of mniles- o-.f railway
hare been closed up oln that twccount.
This year the people of Victoria are
absolutely rejoicing 'because their loss
from the working of the railwa-ys only
amounts to £352,000. Akn boat. memtber
has just rcminded meo of the railwvay to
Dunkeld-a political job like the line
to Bonnie Vale. The Government had
not only the expense of constructing that
line, but also of removing it.

Tan PaEMIER: What is the point of
Your argumaent2

Un. IT2 TINCWORTH: Your Minister
of Railways, has admitted that the rail-
way, sinice it has been extended to Men-
zies, costs :P100 expenses for every £100
it earns.

Tan PREMIER: We have not taken it
over yet.

Mn. ILLINGWORTH: The Minister
of Railways can explain what he means;
but that is what he said. The Govern-
ment are proposingr to add to these
railways, and it is high time to utter a
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protest against the proposal. Under the
present system, the further a railway
goes into the country the cheaper is the
freight is admitted by the Minister in
charge of the, department. What with the
small numober of passengers and the low
freightage, you make the whole of the
burden fall on the main trunk line.
Last session the Government boasted
that they had only spent 55 per cent. of
their earnings on the mainxtenance of
their lines. I questioned it at the time.
The Treasurer, when he made his state-
nient, said that the railways not only
paid their sinking fund and the interest
oil their debt, but contributed £160,000
to the revenue hin excess of the cost.
Will there be any such report this year?
Nothing- of the hind. If you continue
to construct railways; to these far-
distant spots--railways; that have no
warrant for construction excepting poli-
tical influence--nothing but disaster can
result. The whole railway system in
Victoria has been destroyed by the
construction of these political railways,
which brought Aboub, year afteir year,
immense deficiencies in the revenue,
fromi which thait colony has not yet re-
covered :and now it is proposed in
this colony tor construct lines on the
sn'i plan. There is a. railway to
Goomafling proposed. I question if that
wrill pay, any miore tha~n the railway to
Greenhills will pay. We know that the
latter will not pay, but ire have settled
to take that. money out of revenue.
Whatever loss may be incurred, we have
paid for it, and there is no interest
goin on iconction with it. That is
the end of it. I wish I knew the end
of the Coolg-ardic water scheme. I would
[lot itind its. costing ten mnillion pounds if
it. watuld run iteelf, after: but we should
remember that we have to face
£200,000 a -year to keep it going. This
is the point that we must look a7.' What
with the expense of keeping the Cool-
gardie scheme in working order, the
payment of interest on borrowed motney,
and the extension of our railway system
into- districts that swallow tin all the
profits of the main trunk lines, it
becomes a question whether it would be
wise on our part, even if we had the
money, to enter upon this course1 of
construction at all. I sa~y the House

should pause beore it begins to con-%
struct one of these proposed lines. The
timle to pause is now. If it can be shown
that the railways are needed, it wvould
be time enoug"h to construct themk when
we have fulfilled our existing oblig-
tions. I ask the Government to take
notice of this statement. The Murchison
district is turning out something like a
quarter of the gold produced by the
whole of the country. The Murchison is
receivingr very little consideration. That
district has not more than 7,000 people
in it, but they are turning out 2 oz.
of gold per head for every ounce turned
out in the rest of the colony. Yet the
Government propose to take the Lawlers
lailway on to Coolgardie, and have
refused to construct the line to N.an-
rine, although a Bill has been passed
for that purpose and the Government
have promised to construct it. I asqert
that the East Murchison field is far
richer than the Dundas field, and that
the expense of the construction of the
line sanctioned by the House would be
less than the one the Government pro-
pose to construct. Why should the
Government refuse to construct a line
that has been authorised by the House?
Why should they refuse to spend the
moneyr they have promised to spend,
and to use the rails that harve been in-
dented for that racial line for the pur-
pose originally intended? And why,
above all, should they propose to con-
struct another line to connect the South
iMurchison district with the Coolgardie
fields? Then. we come to the proposed
Norsenman fine. Instead of constructing
at hle' from Coolgardie to Norseman, the
Government should construct one from
Norseman to Esperanwc. I shall be met
with the assertion that this would be
separating the system. I contend that
it ought to be a separate system. and
that the line from lNorseian should .ro
to its natural Port, juLst as the lines
from Latwlers and thle Pilbarra Aipdsr
should gob to their natural ports. The
sooner we get rid of this ides. of ceo
tralising everything in Perth, the better
it will be for Perth and for the country
as a whole. It is proposed to commit
n act of financial juggling, by transfer-
ring moneys appropriated to one set of
works for the purpolse of constructing
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these other lines that have not been
authorised, and to leivve unconstructed
the lines that have been authorised. I
ask this House to oppose such a course.
We did not wrant to 'bring forward a
motion of want of confidence, but we
bad no other course. The constitu-
tional practice compels us to do so. We
ask the Government to pause before
they attempt to construct. thes Lines,
and to tell us how they are going to get
the money.

At 6.30 pam. the SPEAKER left the
chair.

At 7.30 p.m. the SPEAKER resumed the
chair.

AIR. ILLLNGWOIfLTH: When the
House adjourned, I was endeavouting to
show that, while the Government are
proposing to construct a number of rail-
ways concerning which we have no evi-
deuce as to whether they will increase
or decrease the deficiency in revenue that
is now going on in our railwvay system,
the Government have made no mention
whatever, they have given us no light,
ats to why they propose to raise the
money, other than the temporary expe-
dient of reappropriating certain moneys.
They do not even state from tvhatt par-
ticular loan they propose to reappropri-
ate the money required. We know that
in the last session we gave the Govern-
inent power to raise on Treasury bonds
three millions of money ; a power that
I think is most unwise and dangerous,
as I stated at the time, ad I state it
again. And I say that, as long as the
Government continue to raise money by
Treasury hills at practically 4 per cent.,
unless they are prepared to call it "3
per cent, because they get £4 pre-
mnium, there is no possibility whatever
of their making financial arrangements
for new works on at satisfactory basis.

NMlf. MAoRCAN,: Why not?
MR. ILLINOWOIITH: I do not know

that it is necessary to answer that ques-
tion just now ;but, if. the lion. member
for Coolgardie requires an answer, I ami
free to give it. After the Treasury bills
issued by the Government have been
taken up, for the most part, by the
friends of the London and Westminster

Bank, the advisers of the Government,
I say it does stand to reason that the
friends of that bank who are now holding
those Government securities at 4 per cent.
are not likely to assist the Governmhent
of Western Australia to raise money at
3 per cent, for the purpose of paying
them off. Then we have to deal with a
proposal which the member for Cool-
gardie (Mr. Morgans) is greatly inter-
ested in-in fact, I am not sure I shiall
be incorrect if I say it is the main
reason, if not the only reason, which in-
duces him to retain his seat in this
House-that is the Coc-Igardie water
scheme. [MR. MORGANS: Hear, hear.]
The hion. member "-as not in his place
when I stated, before the adjournment,
thait in my opinion the Coolgardie water
scheme is looming over us, as the leader
of the Opposition has said, like a black
pall, and preventing us from obtaining
necessary funds for doing necessary pub-
lie works. I have already suggested
that the Government should complete
the works connectedwvith the head-waters
on which they are now engaged; that
they should keep the control of that sup-
ply, and hand over the completion of the
.scheme itself to one or other of the
various syndicates wvhich axe now offer-
ing to complete the work.

Ma. MoRAoax: A very good plan.
Ma. TLLINGWORTHI: I am glad to

have that support from the hion. mem-
ber, and I am glad to see also, that, al-
though he has seen fit to take his seat
on the Government side of the House
after sitting on the Opposition side, and
although I think lie was wrong in chang-
ing his seat-[MR. MOROIAN.S: I "-as
right in mioving]-I say I ant glad to
see he is prepared to support a sugges-
tion, even though it should come front
this very dangerous portion of the House.
But I do ask the House again to con-
sider seriously whether we could not, to
the advantage of this country and with
a viewv of providing funds in a better way
than is now proposed, hold over the
completion, and writh it the control, of
the works now under construction. Be-
cause, if the Public Works Department
are capable of carrying out this work, as
they say they are, and if their own men
are, as they ought to be, capable of in-
specting other mien's work when it is
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being carried out for the Government,
they ought to be capable of inspecting
this great work if undertaken by con-
tractors. We know it has happened in
the Public Works Department before
that they have utterly failed to control
certain works, as was suggested by one
member in reference to a piece of work
at Fremantle, which was performed by
contract, and for the inefficient performt-
ance of which the department has since
thrown the blame on the contractor ;
and I say that when the Government
wvere relieved of the responsibility cf
doing the work, their officers should have
been capable of watching and inspecting
work which was being done under con-
tract for the Government. If, n& I was
saying, they are capable of constructing
this great Coolgardie water scheme,'
which I still affirm wvill be. a failure not-
withstanding all that is before thellouse
on the subject-that it wvill be a failure
in respect of its not being completed
within the time stated to the House, a
failure in respect of the amount of
money proposed by the Government, a
failure in that it will not pay when it, is
done, and I have maintained this posi-
tion from the start and am of the pame
opinion still, although I shall be glad tc
find that I am wrong, while my pro-
phecies have an unfortunatc way of
coming true-if the officers of the Gov-
ernment are capable of carrying out this
great scheme, they should he capable of
inspecting it w'hen carried out by others.
A commencement has heen made with
the work, hut we have not yet got miy
wvater at this end, and two years hve
gone by since the promise wvas made tat
the whole work should be constructed in
three Years. The Government also aid
that if we passed the Bill they would
commence the wyork at once, and they
pledged themselves to the House that
the water would be in Ooolgardie in
three years; but I tell you it wvill not be
there in six years from the time that
promise was made.

Mn. A. FORREST: Better late than
never.

Mn. llLINGWOBTH: With regard
to the railways. 71 shall be correct if I
say that the railways in this year will
show that 78 per cent. of the earnings
or thereabout have been expended in the

working; that is to say, the department
has spent 78 per cent, of the earnings
as compared with only 55 per cent. last
year.

Tim COIfsSIoNER OF RAILWAYS: NO;
63 per cent.

MR. UaLINGWORTH: Your report
says 55. We must suppose the report is
right. Is the Commissioner of Railways
referring to this particular line or the
whole system I Supposing the report to
be right, it was, at any rate, admitted
by the Commiissioner of Railways himself
on the floor of the House a night or two
ago that the railway expenditure is
rapidly increasing, and for this he gave
as a reason the extensions of the rail-
ways, cheaper freights at the other end,
and the difficulties of dealing with the
traffic-

THE PREMIER: We have other reasons
besides those,

MR. ILLINGWORlTH: It is sufficient
for me that the Commissioner of Rail-
ways gave those reasons.

THE Pnnmnn: Those ore not the
whole of the reasons.

Ain. ILLINGWORTH: I am not argu-
ing for the Government, but for myself.
I hold no brief for the Government, and
I have no responsibility on ine of pro-
viding arguments for the Ministry if they
have not arguments for themselves. We
are called on to sanction the construc-
tion of certain new railways. I have
pointed out that the Government are
neglecting to construct one important
railway for which a Bill has been passed,
the money pledged, and the rails have
been indented.

Tmu PREuIER: That is the line you are
interested in.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: T have- no per-
sonal interest in any line annvhere, hut
I have an interest in seeinL, that this i,r
auY Gouvernment shall do those things
wihich t ho public requires done

THE PREMIER: That 'inr would n;4t
pay.

Ma. ILLINGWORTE: Neither will
the railway to Dundee. At present the
Premier savs some of the existing rail-
ways do not pay, and the Commissioner
of Railways says he has to expend £110
for every £100 received in connection
with some lines. If that be go, there are
rnilwrtxv that do not par now. The P're-
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ier says that the railway to Nannine
would not pay. The Government are
not asked to construct that line. All
that is said is that the Government have
not proposed to construct the railway to
Nannine, but, at the same time, are pro-
posing to construct other railways of less
value. I call attention to a statement I
ivade before the House adjourned, when
the Premier w'as not in hlis place. The
statement "'as that the Murchison dis-
trict, man for man, is turning out two-
and-a-half ounces of gold to every ounce
turned out in Coolgardie.

AIR. MORGANS: I do not know that is
true.

AIR. ILLINGWOIITH : Taking the
population at Coolgardie and the popu-
lation on the Murchison, the latter are
turning out a quarter of all the gold that
is being produced ; and it is a simple
calculation to see how much that is per
man. The bell. member for Coolgardie
(Mr. Morgans) said that 83 per cent, of
the gold won 'vent to London as divi-
dends.

MR. MORGAYS: I never said so.
MR. ILLINGWORTH: That is so re-

ported in flansard, at any rate; and it
is peculiarly true of the Coolgardie dis-
trict. I an' not objecting to it in any
way, because it is the inevitable result
of our policy. But there is just as much
reason to suppose that the railway to
Nannine, with Peak Hill and other
places behind it, would be a paying line
as there is of the line to Norseman pay-
ing. When a line is taken from Cool-
gardie to Norseman, it is simply taken
to one place. There may be something
between, but there is nothing beyond,
unless it be the design aind intention of
the Government to take the railway
through to Esperance, and make Esper-
ance the emporium for the supply of
the whole of the goldfields. If that be
the plan, then I can understand Some-
thing about the business. But beyond
Nannine there are valuable goldfields
for 160, 120, 80, 70, and 50 miles, for all
of which "N'annim would !become, the
centre. I zmnot ask the Governmeint
to construct this Nannine railway, see-
ing they have no money. But I am
arguing that in the present proposals of
the Government there is no policy what-
evTer.

Ma. A. FORREST: How many people
are there at Nanninel

MR. ILLINOWORTE: Never mind
howv many people there are. They turn
out more gold in the iNannine district,
man for moan, than people do at Coolgar-
di.o. Then, again, the Government pro-
pose to construct a railway to Bonnie
Vale. And in what interest ? In the
interest of a mine. Who are, the owners
of that- mine, and what is the intetion
of the railway? I have received informa-
tion and have sufficient. data on which to
repeat what the facts are. The House,
however, may get the information if they
ask for it.

MR. MORGANS: I will give the infor-
iation. Do not worry yourself.

Mn. flLINGWORTH: Nothing- wor-
ries me except shortness of cash some-
times. I want to fasten this point on
the House, if I fasten nothing else. The
Government are practically telling the
House that it is unwise, to build the Nan-
nine railwvay, or that they have no money
to construct that line. And yet the G~ov-
erment say they are going to construct
a railway from Coolgardie to Dundas.
The railway they are proposing to con-
struct is at political railway, and there
is no reasonable prospect of its paying.
The true policy of the country is to con-
Strut a railway, from Esp~erance to
Dundas in a special way. I do not ad-
vocate the construction of a railway
from Esperance to Dundas by the Gov-
ernment. That statement, perhaps, may
not suit some of my friends. I repeat
what I said in reference to the Cue rail-
way. Mfy statement is recorded in
Hansard, and it is one which the Pre-
mier is very willing, when it pleases him,
to twit me with. There was a company
w-hich, at that time, said-and it waus for
the Government to test the accuracy of
the statement, because I could not-
that they would construct a railway
from Mullewa to Cue on the same sur-
vey, with the same gauge, and run it at
the same rates, as the Government con-
struct and run their railways. The com-
pany further said they would complete
the work in twelve months, and hand it
over to the Government in three years
for the sake of the carriage. The Gov-
ernnment took the wvhole of the time tc
construct this Cue railway, and paid
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£74,000 for it. Supposing the offer of
the company was as bona fide offer-that
is a question I admit, and one which I
had no means of testing-we should
have had the railway handed over to the
Government in the same time as it
eventually took to construct it, and the
country would have saved £74,000. 1
am informed, though I cannot vouch
for the accuracy of the statement-that
is for the Government and hon: mem-
bers who are more conversant with the
matter to do-that a company would
build a railway the same gauge as the
Government railways and run it at the
same rates, and hand it over to the Gov-
ernment at the end of seven years, for
the sake of the carriage during that
period.

THE PREMIER: Where from?
MR. ILLINOWOIrTE: From Espis

rance to Dundas.
THE PREMIER: Oh, you cannot Live

on air.
MRt. ILLING WORTH: We cannot

live on air. The Government have de-
terminedly set themselves against that
kind of construction, and they will not
give an opportunity to private conm-
lpanies. If the Government would only
open the door, I think that within 24
hours-perhapst not within 24 hours,
but within 14 days they would have an
offer to the effect I have indicated. Of
course, if the Government will not open
the door, they cannot expect people to
hawk these things about. If a railway
could be constructed under these cir-
cumstances, there would be at line from
Esperance to Dundhs without costing
the country a shilling.

MR. A. FORREST: Is that reasonable?
MR. ILLINOWOlITH: Was it rca-.

sontable that Baxter and Prince should
construct a railway from Mullewa to
Cue for £74,000 when the sleepers cost
V58,0007

MR. MORoANS: They do not think it
reasonable now.

Mmln ILLING WORTH : Was it rea-
sonable that Wilkie Brothers should build
the Coolgatrdie railway for £74,000, when
it cost £86,000 for water alone? And
did it not pay them very well to do it?
Why, then, should it not pay a company
who have interests at Dundas and Espe-
rance to construct a railway for the sake

of the carriage between those places?
Wilkie Brothers did it, and Baxter and
Prince did it in one sense.

MR. A. FORREST: They would not do
it again.

ME. ILINGWORTH: Why simuld
the Government not entertain such a
proposal if it should be made?

Ma. A. FoRREST: There is no traffic
there.

ME. LLLINGWORTH: Mr. Speaker,
the debate is ended. The hon. member
says there is no traffic at Dundas.

Ma. A. FORREST: From Esperance.
MR. ILLTNGWOII'IH: On the author-

ity of the Premier's own brother there is
no traffic at Dundas, and, therefore, the
Government are going to build a railway.

MR. A. Foass: The traffic goes
from Coolgardie now, and that is the
reason.

Ma. ILLINOWOJITH: That kind of
admission is more than I expected, and it
rather disconcerts me. Coming back
again to the point at which I started, the
Government say, "We are going to trans-
fer certain loan moneys." But the Gov-
ernment have not said which loan
moneys. I say again that if the Gov-
ernment had boldly told us, what I be-
lieve to be the fact, that they want au-
thority to transfer those moneys for the
puroose of conducting existing works,
there might have been some reason in it.

THE PREMIER: I told you in my
speech.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: We are dealing
with the Address-in-Reply.

THE PREMIER: Oh, you are dealing
with anything.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: Of course, we
have such good examples from the Trea-
sury benches that we are obliged to muii-
tate them sometimes. If we had been
told in the Speech that the Government
wanted money for existing works, there
mnight have been sonic reason; bitt, even
then, I could not admit the rectitude of
siuch a piece of financing. The Govern-
mzent propose to take £400,000-these,
I think, are the figures from the Premier
-- from some fund unknown.

Tans PREMIER: I told you the source.
MR. ILLINGWORTH: Then, I did not

catch that, and it is my fault. It is
p)roposed to take certain moneys front
existing loans; but it is, at the same
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time, affirmed that those wvorks for which
this money was borrowed are to be comn-
pleted. There is no indication that the
Government propose to abandon any of
those wvorks. If so, then the money is
to be refunded. It is suggested in the
Speech that the works for which the
money was borrowed will not suffer, be-
cause the money will he refunded by a
future loan. But a future loan, accord-
ing to the prospects we have now, may
not be required for three years. By then,
we stuall have another Parliament. It is
even possible wve may have another Min-
istry, though that is not very probable.
We shall, at any rate, have another Par-
liament ; and we in this Rouse now are
cailed on to take the great responsibility
of spending certain trust funds, trusting
to a future Parliamnent to refund the
money by another loan. Now, do hon.
members prefer to support that kind of
finance? Am I not correct in calling it
a system of financial juggling?

TRE PREMIER: We cannot answer you,
Seeing that you have two speeches, and
thus have the advantage over us,

MR. ILLINGWORTH: There is an-
other point. It is suggested, as an in-
ducement to the House to consent to this
piece of financing, that there will be a
syistemn of deep drainage for Perth. I
want to ask the people of Perth particu-
larly if they are prepared to face the
responsibilities involved. I presume
that all the Government propose is to
lend the city the money. I do not suppose
they intend to give it to the City Coun-
c-il. Property in Perth at present is ex-
cec dingly heavily taxed, and the taxation
for this system of drainage would add to
that taxation very largely. It is not from
that standpoint particularly that I would
be prepared to oppose this, but from the
system itself. I have stood in the
House before and affirmed, and I affirm
again, that the Liernur system of sanita-
tion can be put into tbe streets of
Perth for half the money that the system
of deep drainage could, and it will be
twice as effective. The Liernur system
of Sanitation only involves nine-inch
pipes going around the blocks, and this
Liernur system is completely effective,
and will only cost half the price, and that
half-price is more than covered by the
product. Until I have more light on

thu, subject I cannot see my way to sup-
port the system of deep drainage. In
any case I could not approve of the pro-
posal to take away money from works al-
ready passed in the House, on the were
chance of the money being refunded. What
baz been done in MelbourneI Hun-
dreds and thousands of people have been
pulled down in Melbourne because they
could not bear the expense of connect-
ing with the deep drainage. The ex-
pense would be enormous, ad the taxa-
tion very great. It will be for the Gov-
ernment to consider seriously whether
they would see the money back again or
not. By-and-by, probably, it will be like
the loan raised by Victoria for country
water supply. The Government did not
get the money back, and they have had
to make a present of the money to the
councils, and the country has had to pay
the piper. I said a while ago that the
Government cannot carry on works as
cheaply or effectively as contractors can
carry them out, and I will give an ex-
ample. I think there were somnethinglike
1400 men who were wanted to work at
Murndaiing. There were a large num-
her of men to be put on for shovel
work, and these men wvere selected for
tbts great w-ork-the Coolgardie water
scheme- in this way: The shovels
wvere thrown out into the crowd, and the
mian who was quick or strong enough to
get. a shovel got a job. If we are to
hanve the workmen selected in this way,
how, can the Government be expected to
carry out this work as cheaply as pri-
vate individuals can? The, only con-
tract that we know anything about is
that for the pipes, and if we take the
report of the Engineer-in-Chief, the pipes
have to be dipped three times, twice
hot, in twenty or thirty feet lengths.
That is what is recommended, and it will

bea nice piece of business, under
Government stroke, to dip 1600 miles of
pipes.

THE DlIRECTRo OF PUBLIC WORKS:
They are to be dipped by the contractor
before they are handed over.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: You spoke of
the Government doing the work.

THE flIaRETR OF PUBLIC WORKS:
They have to be dipped by the con-
tractor.

AddreI;8-in-Reply: [29 JUNE, 1898.1
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.1n. RLLINGWORTH: They have to
be dipped immediately before being put
in their place, and now we hear of a pro-
posal to place the pipes on the Band.

THE PREMIER: Surely that is all de-
tail.

MA. ILLINOWORTH: It is detail, but
it i., that kind of detail which may ruin
the scheme if it is carried out. It is not
for members of the House to enter into
engineering matters of that sort, and I
do not blame the Government for these
things: they must be guided by their
engineers. But all the experience of the
world, at any rate all the expeirience in
tha Australian colonies, shows that the
Government cannot carry out this kind
of work without increased cost, because
they have not the means of control, the
nkcans of guiding or directing the work
as it ought to be directed. The con-
tract at Fremantle, in which the Govern-
ment have allowed a man to do some
wyork in such a way that now it has to
be undone. shows this. There are a
good many things [ should like to speak
upon, but I know I have trespassed
largely on the patience of the House,
and I will simply close by saying that I
hope that members will carefully con-
4ider this point of the reappropriation
of the money already voted. The Gov-
ernment have declared that this is to be
a question of want of confidence, and we
can hardly expect those who have pledged
themselves to the Government to be-
tray their party ;but there are a good
many members on the Government side
who hold independent positions, and who
are not pledged by any promise what-
ever, and I hope these members Will he
found giving their votes according to
their consciences, and not according to
the place in which they are sittin ' .

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Eon.
Rl. W. Pennefather): The amendment
that has been moved by the member for
Albany (Mr. Leake) contains, if I may
state it in a general WaY, two broad pro-
positions. The first is that it is inex-
pedient to reapuropriate moneys that
have lieen already appropriated for spe-
cibe purposes, and the second is that the
expenditure of any public money of
whptsoever description is detrimental to
the interests of this country until all the
loans that have been authorised by Par-

liament have already been expended.
The first proposition is partly one of pro-
cedure, although, as some of the hon.
members sitting on the Opposition side
or the House endeavour-ed to Point out,
beneath it lies a principle, in their minds
:I strong principle, that should not
be departed fromn, as it is highly
dangerous to the interests of good gov-
ermnent. Let us examine it for a
moment. The, fund referred to, out
of which the money is to be taken, is, as
every member knows, the Coolgaidie
a ater loan. It will be within
the recollection of hon. members
that the scheme appropriated no
less a sumn than X2,500,000. If the
Government, when appropriating that
sum, had merely confined themselves to
appropriating year by year enough to
carry on the works for the year, just as
has been done in an instance so well known
to us, the Fremantle harbour works, then
the application of this principle "ould
not conic to us at all. In other words,
instead of the Government being p'laced
in a position of taking money from the
Goolgardie water loan, it would have
come down for a loan direct for the
works proposed in His Excellency's Ad-
dress. But because the whole of this
money was asked for all at once and
gr-anted by the House, then it is con-
ceded that it is highly dangerous, no
matter how changed the circumstances
may be since that time. The money was
granted, because, every hon. member
knows that the money market in Lon-
don, in fact in the wvhole civilised world,
since the hostilities have broken out be-
tween Spain and America, has been
wonderfully and serioust' disturbed?'
not through the war itself, hut through
fear of complications wvbich might cause
England to be engagcd in a European
war. That is where the danger lies.
That is what the Government see. if
the Government went now to the London
market for a loan, they would have to pay
considerably more for that loan than
they otherwise would.

31a. Simpsox: The Bank of England
rate has been reduced during the last
two months.

Tun A PIORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member says that, and he says a
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lot of things which show how wonder-
fully clever he is.

MR. Simpsoni: I suggested that fact to
aid your intelligence.

T.hE ATT'ORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member tells us that the Rank of
England rate has been reduced, 'Pie
rate of exchange of the Bank of England
is vastly different front that which is con-
ceded to the people on this side of the
equator. It all depends on where the
securities are. If the London capitalist
thinks it bad to advance money oil the
security of property in Australia. and
that within a reasonable time we inay
probably have a European war in whicht
England would be involved, do you not
think that the London capitalist wpuld
sooner have his money behind England
and her battleships than in Australia,
which is practically unprotected 1 There-
fore the Government, in order to avoid
paying a higher rate of interest than
they ought to pay for the good of the
country, endeavour by this means to usc
the money that has already been autho-
rised.

AIR. IJLNOWORTH: You hove not bor-
rowved it.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member knows, it formed a portion
of his argument, that the money had
already been allocated; therefore it can-
not be diverted to another purpose, and
it cannot without the sanc1tion of the
House. When the Government ask the
rerinission of the House to do that, it is
F(.ne before your face, aind if you do not
agree with it, we cannot help it ;
but hon. members know this, that we
have to trust to the intelligence of the
Assembly, and not to a few factious meam-
hers on the Opposition side. The next
proposition he addressed himself to was
that it was highly inexpedient to spend
any more money until the whole of the
moneys already authorised wvere used up.
I venture to say that even the members
of the Opposition side of the House re-
cognise that this second proposition in
the amendment is higihly dangerous.

MR. tssnE: They were the Premier's
words, last November.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do
not know what the hon. member will say
next, but he always manages to father
his remarks upon somebody else. The

lion. member's proposition means this,
and this only, that until the last of the
Coolgardie money shall have been spent,
we must stand with our arms folded
without doing one single thing to develop
the resources of the country. rTinn
PREMIER: Hear, hear.] The hon. mnem-
ber told us that it was fortunate that we
were able to meet our cxpenditure with
our revenue, but in order to do that we
must develop the resources of the
country. The hon. member made some
allusions, w-hen dealing with the proposed
line to Leonora, which showed that he
knew -nothing about the subject. If be
went over the proposed line I believe lie
would 1)0 the first to support it. It is a
district which is auriferous from Niagara
until it reaches Leonora, and at the ex-
tremity of it there is a constant supply
of fresh drinking water. There is pas-
ture land wher-e you can even raise
cattle and sheep. It is a singular piece
of country, and it is simply a marvel
that it should lie in such a God-forsaken
spot. The Commissioner of Railways
has pointed out that the peculiar
characteristics of the country noted above

*formed one strong reason wvhich in-
fluenced the Government in favour of con-
structing the proposed line. The Com-
missioner pointed out that it would be
a wvise expenditure of money because it

*would help not only in the development
of the auriferous resources of the
country, lbut also give uts & natural
reservoir for water, good enough even to
satisfy human desires. Now we come to
the proposed railwvay to Bonnie Vale,
which has been criticised as a "job."

SEVERAL, OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear,
hear.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: I hear
so many "hear, hears" from such various
parts of the Opposition side of the
House that T Bin convinced the mean-
here who repeat them have done so in-
advisedly. They have not, perhaps, or
visited the locality. I doubt if even the
mnember who moved the amendment or
the member for East Perth has ever been
there.

A MEMBIERt: You want a telesconie to
find it. I Aol told.

Tint ATTORNEY GENERAL: If soc
of those members whose loquacity is
about in inverse ratio with their ex.
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porience of the country would only, visit
the locality in question, before they begin
to condemn or attempt to criticise the
Government nrolposal, it would be better.

MnR. GEORGE: Give us a picnic, then.
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Bonnie

Vale, it is said, contains only a floating
populatio, but that is incorrect., It
contafins a constant population, anid it
is at the present time one n-f the moz-t
thriving places about Coolgerdie or Kid!-
go0orlie.

A MEMBER: Have you been there?
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL:- Yes.

I know the locality well, or I would not
attempt to speak about it to members,
The place struck me as one which. wan d
pay handsomely if a line were built iromn
it to Coolgardie. It is within easy dis-
tance of that centre. The sr~e wxould go
through highly auriferous coumntry, and
the time w~ill come whben thy revenue
from that line will not be far short of
the revenue derived from the line to the
Boulder,

A MEMBER: ,HOW many people Jive
there?

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do
not know what the census says, but
eighteen months ago, when I was there,
there must have been 700 or 800 people.

TasE PREMIER: There are 1,200.
THE ATTORNEY GENE RAL2: The

amendment moved by the hon. member
for Albany contains these two proposi-
tions-that no fresh expenditure shaJ1
be incurred; that no further develop-
mieat shall take place, and that we shall
stimnd still until the last of the author-
ised works has been completed. I asked
myself the other evening, when I list-
ened with rapt attention to the clear and
lucid manner in which the member for
Albany delivered himself, if that mem-
her would deliver that self-same, speech
if he were on the Ministerial benches?

A MEMBRua: "There's the rub I"
TtlE ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is a,.

speech which a man would deliver who
had no sense of responsibility on his
shoulders. It is the speech of a man who
is eager to find fault with anything and
everythingr.

MR. GEORGE:; We are all that, yo-u
know.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL:- There
is no doubt that the Government have

only to propose one thing, and the leader
of the Opposition will always oppose it.

ME. Sipsox: There is no doubt about
that.

Tnm ATTORNEY GENERAL : If the
Government proposed to start a line

I from Eslperance to Norseniam, the Oppo-
sit ion would say they ought to start it
from Coolgardie to Norseman or not at

Iall ; but the present scheme, they tell
us, is "a crying shame," "annihilation
to Esperance," "cruelty in the extreme,"
and so on.

SEVERAL OPPOSITIoN 'MEMBERS: flear,
hear.

TjiE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Of
course they say ';hear, hear." These are
the members who have the welfare of the
country at heart. They want to nwvke
Esperance the port of Western Australia
and open the country to the eastern
colonies, and when they have done that
it will follow, as the night the day, that
in at short time an agitation will he got
up to separate the western part of the
colony from the eastern. rME. EwInG:
Hear, hear.] These are the people who
cry "hear, hear." It shows us how they
can gull the unfortunate electors who put
them into power. Each colony tries to
take advantage of the other, and when
an hon. member tells me he is willing
to sacrifice the eastern part of the colony
for the benefit of the eastern colonies. I
question his patriotism and his good
faith to the whole of the colony or to
that part of it which he represents.

Mn. EWING: That is what you are
going to do.

Mn. SIMPrSON: What are you building
the railway to Norseman for ?

Thin ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is
very interesting to listen to these political
jackdaws, chattering like a chorus one
after another all the time. Look at the
member for Geraldton l I have often
thought hie had mistaken is vrTaliLT.
As a. "corner man"' in a Christy minstrel
troupje he would not have his equal. The
member for the Swan has not been heard
lately, but he is coming to the front once
again. I can assure the gentlemen
sitting opposite to me that their re-
marks won't have the least effect in pre-
venting me from making the points I had
intended to make. The member for North
Perth ("fr. Oldhami) hasi a wonder-
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fully gigantic intellect. He would not
confine himself to his own electorate
during the recess, but must go on
a pilgrimage to the goldfields
to teach the aliluvial digger what lie
ought to do-a man who "'as never on
the goldfields before, and lie knows
nothing about them! When he re-
turned he looked so self-important and
so self-contained-[A MEmBER: That's
personaifl-as though he meant to say
that if the Government proposed to put
anyone in the place of the Minister of
Mines but himiself, he should endeavour
to put him out. The Government have
been accused by-I forget which hon.
member, because their speeches so dove-
tail into one another that what one
omits the other supplies-the Govern.-
meat have been acicused of having put
too much in His Excellency's Speech.
"It was wearisome," we were told. The
member for Albany (Mr. Leake) accused
the Government of resorting to the Par-
liamentary tricks of "screcy, suppres-
sion, and surprise."

A MEmBrER: He is reading a newspaper
report.

Tits ATTORNEjY-GENE RAL: I an
reading from notes.

Tuwrnsx The hioni. ,ineb- uist
jiot read fromn notes.

Tus ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
alliteration is beautiful, and it only cot,-
veys to my mind that the mnember 'for
Albany hand studied these three words
over, perhaps days beforehndi, and find-
ing that theyv were so pleasant to the
ear, be came to the conclusion that they
would create a profound sensation in the
House.

MR. LEAKE: It is a pity you don't
prepare your speeches.

THE ATTORtNEY GENERAL: The
member for Albany next complained
that the Government did not tell the
House enoutah. Does the bon. member
want the Government to stand on the
housetops and indicate to all the world
what they tire going to do? When the
hon. member takes up the position that
the Government should expose theirlhand
at such a convenient time as to give him
abundant opportunities for meeting
every statement contained in His Excel-
lerocy's Sneech. it is asking for what
is done in no other Parliament in Aias-

tralia. Does the bon. member think
that the Government wre going to walk
about and wvear their hearts on their
sleeves for political1 jackdaws to peck at?

MR. GEORGE: That comes fromt
"Othello."

TER ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes.
When I look at the member for Albany
and hear him speak, I always think there
are some men who will not follow the
profession for which nature evidently in-
tended them. There is no doubt ab~outt
it. The way in which he stands up,
the wvay in which the member for East
Perth (Mr. Jamtes) also stands up and
makes; eaeh. muscle obey each syllable,
is marvellous. It is the result of long
practice. You can see, all the while,
that it is all the result of Artificial
training. The words themselves do not
give the ring thiat they would if they
camne from spontaneous emotion.

MR. SiuPSON Yours is the native
article, I suppose?

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: I will
give my hon. friend an opportunity
before I finish. As I was saying, these
performances indicate beyond a shadow
of doubt that the member who moved
this amendment ( Mr. Leslke) is playing
it histrionic trick on the floor of this
Chamber. ft is but a histrionic trick,
to try and gaRin a catch-vote reflecting
on the (joveriiment of this countr.
Would any of those hon. membersonthe
Opposition side who have spoken .in
favour of this am-endiment, if they wvere,
speaking on; these (the Government)
benches, speak as they have done in
this debate? They dare not do it: and
they know it is because they are in Op-
position that they are tolerated to speak
as they do.

[Several interjections.]
MR. Ononos: That is a nice word,

"tolerated!"
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: I tail-

not help remmting aboult one thing,
and I must say I regret it is the first
time since I entered this House that it
has been so, that there has been ex-
hibited during the course of this debate
a series of pointed and unpleasant per-
sonal allusions. [MR. GEORGE: Hear,
hear.] The leader of the Opposition,
who I thought should he the last man
in this House to violate not only the
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ordinary rule of debate, hut thaft good
taste which a gentleman is supposed to
bring into the House, as well as to prac-
tise out of it-I did not think the lion.
member would be the first to break it.

,Ma. LEAnE You are personal now.
THE ATTORNEY GENER3AL: I am,

because you provoke me. l am pointing
out what you have done, and that you
are not to be allowed to do it without
being punished for it.

MR. SIMPRoN: You are going to be
punished.

Tan ATTOR.NEY GENERAL:; More
inteiruntions! This is an attempt to
miake points, not by arguments, not by
reasons nor by analogies, but by gross
personal allusions, the only effect of
whicha is to reflect discredit upon those
who utter them. I mary say that T dis-
like it and condemn it. It is not right,
and is not fair ; and when hon. mem-
bers attempt to use it, although I do
not complain, yet there are other
members of this House less accustomed
to public speaking, to whom such inter-
Jections are embarrassing, and nmay
ofleet them in a way they are unac-
customed to. I say thiis system of run-
niT:- interjections is not right.

[Several interjections]
THE SPPIAE: Order! Order!
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Once

you find you have got the eair of the
Rouse, you are attacked with interjec-
tionsq from one member after another.
It. is unkind and ungenerous, and I sa-y
that if, in our debates, we must give
hits, let us hit above the belt. I canl
tell the boin. memb er for fkraldton. who
has raised his voice in those lofty strains
which he can so easily affect, and who
ti~es anR elegant diction which lie can so
readily coinmandm, that when the time
conmes for him to sit on this Ride of the
House. he will hove to chngne his :itti-
tggde, and repudiate much thlat lie had
s4aid while a member of the Opposition.

Ihave often wondered how it is that
one cain play a palrt, and not recognise
the fact that, after all, it is so yerv thin
in its artificiality that it mnust he'easily
seern through. I do not like to see a
manl Hmeinvr as an oracele-setting up as
a i'aragon of excellence-and speaking
Of others as boing incomp1 etent and
fatuous fools:

AIR. SIMPSON: I rise, Mr. Speaker, for
the purpose of explanation. I wvas not
aware I had used the term "fools" in
thi debate, nor at any timie since I have
ay, in this House; and, if that is the

case, I ask that the hon. member should
withdraw the statement.

Tim ATTORNEY GENERAL: If the
mnember for Geraldton says he hats not
used the word "fools," he has used other
wocrds equally as opprobrious. [A
MEMBERn: Appropriate?] I said oppro-
hrious, and T cannot understaind wihy
this running fire of interjections is kept
up on this occasion, except it be that
some hon. nienllbers have brought friends
here to listen to their remarks and
watch their antics, and by these inter-
jeutions keep up some laughter. I was
about to observe that it comes with very
bad grace from the member for Gerald-
ton to speak about the incompetency of
any person, for I have yet to learn in
what particular calling in life tile mem-
her for Oeraidton has distinguished him-
self, so that he should hold himself up
aa a paragon, and say "I am beyond re-
proach." [Several interjections,] The
remarks of one member who now inter-
jects remind me of whbat is recorded of
a. certain queen in her regard for a, cer-
tam town, for which she had such great
affection that she said that, when she
died, the name of that town would he
round engraven on her heart : Rad I sup-
pose it may be said of one member or
this House that, when he dies, there will
be foumnd eng-raven on his% heart the word
"Nnnnine."

MR. CEoimE : What does it mean?
Tims ATTORNEY GENERAL,: The

limi, membier will know what it meous.
MR. SIMPSON: Give us an explana-

tion
THi, ATVORNEY GrENER AL: If~n

hon. member does not know it already.
all I can say is, hie is not a careful reader
of the newspapers. His niocli modesty
is most amusing

MR. Srarsoy: Give us the explana-
tion. T do not k~now what it means.

Ton ATTORNEY GENERAL : Per-
bfap these remarks have been rather
pointed. but flir are provoked hr
pointed remarks made from) the other-
side. I hanve endeavour'-d never to inter-
rupt Ray member on tile opposite side of
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the House : but I find that I nt sub-
jected, when, I speak in this House, to
running commlents from the Opposition
side ;and, if muentlhers on that saide do
ob.-ect to some hot words from this side,
those words are brought on by their own
indiscretion. I can tell the member for
(Thraldton this, and I will state it with
extreme lowntlss for his benefit, that
the time may come when he aind other
mnembers on the Opposition side may
have to change to this aide:. andl
when that conies about, those hon.
members who have been trying to
run this country down and make out
that it is the most distressed part of
Australia--for that is the proposition
that many of the members on that Ride
of the House have uttered-I say when
they- are brought face to face with what
they have sa-id on that side, and their
turn comnes. to sit on this side, they wvill
want to make out that they never made
use of Suich arguments.

Ma. GEORGE: Bosh!
THEm ATTORINEY GENERAL: "Bosh."

of course:; but that hind of bosh should
never be uttered on the floor of this;
House, even by members who are io
reckless, that they do not care how, in
firing- a shot, they maiy injure another-
the kind of man who would shoot an
arrow over a house and kill his brother,
regardless. of where 'his shot would zo.
and whether be killed friend or foe.
U? ho-ta members on the opposite side of
the House-I alIlude particularly to the
ini-mber for Albany and the member for
Ckraldton-arc willing to carry on the
same ine of conduct as they haFve done.
and as has been tolerated during this de-
bate - [Mn. Snn'stou: Tolerated 1] -

there will be very little Government
business done during this session, be-
cause the interjections will be so frequent
nit] the debates will be-so broken that
it will mean there will ha-ve to be in-
u'eked the authority of the Speaker for
maintaining order, or that the conduct
of those members will be so changred
that they will see the errors of their
own bad conduct.

Ma. GEonos: You should feel easier,
after that.

Ma. OLDHAM (North Perth): I do
not pretend for one moment to, be an
auithority on finance; but, taking into

consideration that it is almost impossible
for the Goverinent to borrow mioney on
nUOL~ft of the war between America and
Spain, and that even for the works which
tile U overinuent. have proposed they will
have to borrow money, I think the argu-
nient of the Attorney General on thatt
point fnlls to the ground entirely. It is
surp)ising also to see the hon. gentle-
mian posing as the Chesterfield of this
House :. for those of um who were new
melier'S in the first session i4 this Par-
liament will. remember that the new
Attorney General was one of the first to
transgress the laws of courtesy in this
House. With regard to the, proposed re-
app)ropriation of money for constructing
new works, I intend to deal with it fromt
the lpoint of view as it aiffects the metro-
politan district, ats it affects Perth and
Fremoantle. I have been charg"ed to-night
with sa1crificing the interests of the
people I represent in this Hotise and
I made an interjection to the effect that
that was what I thouight the Government
were proposing to do by this policy of
constrtictingc at railway fromi Coolgardie
to Norseman. I will try to prove my
statement. I know that I many be
charred by sonic members on the Gov-
ernmient side of the House and by sonme
on this (the Opposition) side with being
ernirely parochial. But if looking after
the interests of the people who sent mie
here is parochial, if safeguarding the in-
terests of Perth and Fremantle is being
'parochial, if looking after the interests
-)f the thirty thousand people in Perth
mid the twenty thousand or thereabout
in Fremantle, and the ten thotusand who
comprise the population of the suburbs,
-- if looking after the interests of
all these people, one-third of the
popu-lation of this colony, is being
parochial, then f plead guilty. In
anythingr I say here to-night I do not
want for one motnent to pose as a friend
of Esperne. I am not here to cham-
pion the cause of Esperance. Rut,
through the courtesy df the hon.
member who represents that dis-
trict, I have had an opportunity
of visiting Esperanee. It is incum-
bent on me, notwithstanding the fact
that I was the recipient of many
couirtesies and kindnesses at the hands
of the people of that district, to say that,
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luckily or unluckily, I represent a dis-
trict. which, in my mind, rightly or
wrongly, is a district whose interests are~
diametrically opposed to the interests of
the port of Esperance. I wvant to tell
members of this House, and particulaily
the members who represent metropolitan
constituencies, .what I saw ait Esperane.
I saw, perhaps, one of the most beautiful
harbours in the world; a place which,
looked at from the port, seemed to be
entirely locked by a chain of islands.
The harbour- is big enough and deep
enough perhaps, with very little expen-
diture of public money, to float the
British fleet. These are the capabilities
of the port of Esperance. I saw the jetty
which the Government have built ; I saw
schools and other public buildings:; and
I dare say that Government money, the
moiney of the people of the country, to
the extent of something like £70,000, has,
been spent in that district.

Tax Dmncortoa F PUBLIC WORKS:
£80,000.

Mn. OLD HAMf: Very well, I stand cor-
rected-£60,000 is quite sufficient for
my argument.

MR. GEORGE: £10,000 spent, aind
£50,000 wasted.

Mnt. OLDHAM:- At Esperance I sawv
people who displayed enterprise in every
direction. They grow vegetables there,
and other stuff which we have to get
Chinamnen to produce in Perth. If I
were a friend of Esperance, taking the
lrt-mises implied not only by words
by members of the; OGovernment, but
those implied by the expenditure s-f
money in that district, an-d taking into
consideration the fact that Esperance
has sent a member into this House who
has consistently supported the Govern-
ment, I should say the people there have
been. rewarded for their fidelity to the
Government by an absolute-I want to
be careful] and not say anything that is
unparliamentary - by an absolute be-
trayai of confidence. But I a-rn not a
friend of Esperane, and I will not say
that. I am dealing with the question
as it affects the neople of Perth and Fre-
mantle, the people whose interests I amr
accused of neglecting. From Esperance
to 'Norseman is pure, unadulterated
sand every inch of the war. T believe
that some of the country on the coast-

line is let as a sheep station; bu~t, like
all or most WVest Australian sheep sta-

Itions, it is a station without sheep. At
'Norseman there is a very good and pro-
inisiukggoldfield, if my opi nion may uc

Itaken as that of an expert. At any rate,
I was told there was a, good and promis-
ing goldfield. I saw gold there, and I
think I can tell gold when I see it. The
country between Coolgardie and Norse-
man a isAuriferous; that I was. told also,
though I certainly did not see any grold
there, except, I think, at one place. At
any rate, what we saw on the particular
trip I refer to would not justify the con-
struction of a railway. The place we
have to reach is No reman.

MR. HA8.'IZnLL: Were you at Redhill?
MRa. OLDHAM: I was told 'Redhill wa.%

dead.
Ma. HASSELL: No; it is very much

alive.
Ma. OLDHAM:- Norsenman wants at

railway, and the Esperance people want
a line to be constructed from that Place
to Norsemian. Now, I want to know if
any member will say that Esperane
would be satisfied if it had a line from
the port to Norsemanl It would cer-
tainly not be scatisfied. The agitation
would go oa: and very probably we
should see the line carried through to
Coolgardie, liloorlie. or some other
place. The members for Perth aind Fre-
mantle have to recognise that fact.
I want to put the position fairly before
the House, so that there ma~y be no, mis-
uinderstanding. There are bia interests
at stake. A. lot of money has been
sJKunt On the coast, and T want inetropoli-
tan members to understand the position
thoroughly. There mifrtht possibly be a
fe-v people in Nonrseman who, would he
satisfied with a line from the port of Es-
perance. These, I believe, would be
ptople who are interested in the canryinr
trade. Now, if the line were to com-~
nmnce at Coolgardie, would the people of
Norsenman be satisfied with that?

MR. MORGNSus Yes; for a longy time.
MR. OLDH'AM: They would be satis

fied for a long time?
Ma. MooAcas: Oh, Yes.
MR. OLDHAM: Would they be sath'-.

fled to have their goods from the eastern
colonies taken over 700 miles4 of extra
ira flil
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MR. A. FORREST: It is 500 miles.
MR. OLDHAM: If you measure the

distance on the snap you will see I am
correct. I know what I am talking
al(.ut; but whether it is 700 or 500 or
20 miles, I will ask; would the people of
Norseman be satisfied?

MR. MORGANS: Yes,
MR. OLDHAM: And how tong would

they may be satisfiedI Nt until the line
wvas made through to Esperance. Would
the member for North-East Coolgardie
be satisfied if the line went from Cool-
gardie only as far as Norseman.

MR. VosPRm: No; I certainly would
not.

MR. QLDHAM : Would the member
for North Coolgardie be satisfied, and if
so, for how long

THE PREMIER: We do not want people
to be satisfied for ever.

MR. OLDHAM: Is there a goldfields
tnember who dare get up before his con-
stituents and say that, so far as he can
help it, the line shall go no further
than Norseman 7 Would such a member
ever be returned again to the House I
The agitation righit through, ever since
gold was found at Coolgardie, has been
for a line to what people there call their
natural port. I want to know if the
"power behind the throne" would be

satisfied; and by the "power behind the
throne" Imean the member for Cool-
gardie (Mr. Morgans).

MR. MORGANS: Hear, hear.
MR. OLDHAM: He certainly would

not be satisfied.
MR. MORGANS: I certainly would be

satisfied.
MR. VoeSpER: Coolgardie would not be

satisfied either.
MR. MORGAN-,: I thik so.
TiE PREMIR: It ought to be.
AIR. OLDHAM :What the people of

Coolg-ardie oughIt to be and what they
would be are two differ-ent things.
There is a considerable amount of patper

wrare going on between Coolgardie
and Kalgoorlie. The heart of the tow,)
of Kialgoorlie is lbleedintr for Espernnce.
If the line had started fronm Kalgoorlie
instead of from Coolgar-die, the position
wu.sl~d have 1been reversed, and the
heart of Coolgardie would have been
bleeding, for Esperance. Kalgoorlie is
annoyed At not getting the line; and

that is the secret of the position. I
suppose that, if we take the goldflelds
Press as an indication of public opinion,
we shall not be very far wrong. We will
take the organ of the Government in
Coolgardie.

MR. GEORGE: Have the Government
got a paper there?7

MR. OLDHAM: I am referring to the
Coolgardie iforiiny Chronicle, and let
metropolitan members weigh well the
words I am about to read.

MR. A. FORREST: That paper is run by
the Official Receiver, is it not

MR. OLDHAM: If members for metro-
lpolitain constituencies understand the
significance of words, and if they are
going to be true to the people who sent
them here, they cannot vote for the pro-
posal of the Government.

THE Nntmms: This is not ae time to
deal with that question. The time is
when the Bill is before the House.

Met. OLDHAM: I should be ashamned
to use such a disingenuous argument as
that. The Government specially commit
members to their proposal.

THE PREMIER: Where do you get teat
front?

l's. OLDHAM: Why do you want to
reappropriate the money I

THE PREMIER: We are not doing it
nOW-

MR. OLDHAM: You propose to do it
for a particular purpose, and then you
say you do not commit members.

THE PREMIER: The proposal has to be
brought up yet.

MR. OLDHAM: You distinctly and
definitely commit members to the pro-
posal of the Government

MR. Vosjrug: If it is non-committal it
should be non-party, should it not?

Mat. OLDHAM: Whatt I amn about to
quote is w-hat the Cbolg,,rdis .lo,-ninq
Chronicle says in reply to a leading
article in the Kaiqoorlie Mine,-. lie
latter paper, speaking of the Government
proposal, described the Government
policy as "rotten." The Chronicle Says:

He e(,ndenins the Norsemnan railway be-
caese Esperance is left out. wilfully-
Now listen, represenitatives of Perth and
Fremantle-
wilfully ignoring the fact that by making
the line to Norsenman we shall lawe secured
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tbe first half of the great southern Line to
Esperance.
The paper goes on further to say:

We maintain that Esperance will be years
nearer the realisation of her hopes by the
making of the first section from here to
Norseman than if she waited for a through
line, or for one starting from that end.

MF_ LYAtrHALL: The Esperance
peonle do. not seem to think so.

Mn- OLDH A : If this Coolgardie to
Norsemian line is carried out, Esperance
will be wiped out of existence. There
will be no people there. The hon. mem-
her who represents that constituency
knows that, too. This is what the par-
ticulaar paper to which I have referred
says:

We maintain that Esperance will be years
nearer the realisation of her hopes by the
making of the first Section of the railway from
here to Norseman. than if she waited for a
through line or for one starting from that
end; and it it was propose~d to take the line
from Norseman to Kalgoorlie, the 'Miner"
would say so with all the emphasis at its com-
mand.
Here is another short paragraph from the
same paper, and again I appeal to lion.
hers who represent metropolitan consti-
tuencies to weigh the wvords well:

We confess that Esperance is a wood port,
and we have a natural desire to be connected
with it by rail ;bat in the construction of a
line to the Norsemnan ;shall we not get half
wvay to Esperanca? And it cannot be long
thereafter beftre the whole work is comn-
pleted.
That is the position we have to face.
There is no power in this House, so far
as I can see, that can prevent that line
goingr through. I leave the question to
lhe discussed by the miembers who repre-
sent Frenmantle and Perth. I believe I
have seen this matter in its correct
light, am it affects us parocially or other-
wise. I shall object to the lint fromt one
end or the, other, so long as I am in the
House.

MRa. MORGAkNS (Coolgardie): I had
not the oppoirtunity the other cveningr
to be present in the House when
lay friend the mnember for Albany
(Mr. Leake) adldressed the imemblers
of this Assembly: but I have had the
privilege since of reading his very ex-
cellent speech, and I desire to congratu-
late him upon it. It appears, on look-
ing carefully into the address of iny hon.
friend, that the matter that weighapar-

ticularly on his mind is the Bonnie Vale
railway. It appears to mae that he
really has given me credit which is not
due to me. Why, my friend the mom-
b-r for Albany and my friend the inemn-
his for Geraldton (Mr. Simpson), and
various hion. members on the other aide
of the House, have actually stated that
I have been pulling the wires, that I
have been controlling the policy of this
Government; that I was the cause of
having placed in the Governor's Speech
th- P)roposal to make the Bonnie Vale
railway! In fact, so far as I understand
the position of my friends on the other
side, it would appeftr I an running the
Government of Western Australia at the
present time, I am obliged to say I
feel flattered; but, at the same time, I
am bound to confess I am very niuch
embarrassed, because by nature I as"
a modest man, aid 1 am ouite Kure
my friend the imember for Albany in-
tended to pay me a compliment when he
said I was pulling the wires, and that
the railway to Bonnie Vale was given
as a "sop" to the member for Coolgar-
die.

Mp. LEASE: I ala not quite sure about
the compliment.

MR. MORGANS: I aut willing to
take it as such. I believe it is quite
out of order to read anything, but as
far as I remember, this suggestion of a
"sop"~ came from the member for Al-
bay. I do not know that I like the
word "sop," altogether. I prefer that
the lion. member would say that it ivas
a% "leek soup." That would suit mec
all the better.

MR. LEASx: Would you repent that
joke, please.

Mn1. MORGANS Yes, a "lek soul)."
I prefer that to "sop." I think also, as
myv friend the member for Smith Fre-
mantle (Mr. Solomon) the other night
said, I prefer that rather than call-
ing it a Sol' to call it at "'mess
of pottag " - that would be prlet-
tier, too. I wonld like to explain, so
far as the Bonnie Vale railway is con
cerned, that as a matter of fact-and I
would like my friends on the other side
of the House to be impressed with this
stntement-up to the time of the pro-
posal1 to place this matter before the at-
tention of the country in the Governor's
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Speech, and up to the time of the reading
ol the Speech, I never had one single
word of private conversation with the Pre-
itt of the country with re-gard to this

Donnie 'ale railway. %y advocacy of
tiis ratilway is confined entirely to pubic
meetings and to a. speech-a very short
oat-which I made in this House at the
end of last session, when my right bon,
friend the Premier was good enough to
squelch me. Having explaned to the
House I amu not really the origrinator of
this railway, at the some time it behoves
me to say that I am a, very strong advo-
cate for it. Various questions have
cropped up with regard to the Bonnie
Vale railway. One is the point raisedl
by the hon. member for Central Murchi-
son) (Mr. Illingworth). He says, or he
insinuates, that the Bonnie Vale railway
sho~uld be constructed, because the bon.
memiber for West Kiimberley and myself
have an interest in a mine out there. I
desire to say that the railway, so far its
that mine is concerned, will be of very
little Use to it.

MR. A. FORRST': I would draw thelhon.
iulinber's attention to the fact that I
have no interest in Bonnie Vale myself.

MR. MORtGANS: -I am telling the
member for West Kimberley what the
mjember for Central Murchison said. I
did not say he had any interest there.
I think that is the insinuation.

Maf. SnirsoNx: Your company has.
MR. MORGANS: What matters it

whether the, hion. member has or has
not. I mate hold to say that I have, a~n
interest in the New Victoria. Consuls mine
at Bonnie Vale, and I told the member
for Central Murchison not to worry his
brains about it at al, because I would be
frank with the House and tell the House
may position.

Ma. JAMES:- Then you will not vote
one way or another on the question?

MR. MORIGANS: Yes, I shall vote.
With regard to the Bonnie Vale railway,
I say this, and I do so frankly-you know
my friend the member for East Perth
(Mr. James) has had a nightmare over
the Bonnie Yale railway ever since it was
proposed, and I desire to relieve the pres-
sure on tho mind of tbat-mcntber--tlmt if
the construction- of this railwavy had
rested only on the mnerits of that dis-
trict as a mining district, I do not know

thtI should havwe been prepared to Pug-
gest to the Government that the railway
should be constructed at the present mo-
ment. There are various good mines in
the district, and there is w good popula-
tion; I should say there are at least one

Ithousand souls at present there% and the
district is increasing very rapidly, not
only in population, but in the production
of gold. Therefore that is one good rear
son for the construction of the railway.
I do not say it is a convincing reason,
hut, at the same time, it is one reason
aniongst others that should be put forr-
ward. Then there is another point.
There is no, doubt, when the Government
achefne for placing wvater on the gold-
fields is carried out-[MU. GEORGE:
Wben it isj -no doubt it will be in a
short time, this railway will be of great
value to the Government for the trans-
port of materials to the water reservoir
which will be built there close to Bonnie
Vale. I have asserted, and it is a, fact,
that for this purpose alone the construc-
tion of the line will pay the Government
twice the cost. That is another good
reason why the railway should be built.
And were it not for the animosity that
the hon. member for East Perth has to
Bonnie Vale and everything connected
with it, and the reflection of that ani-
iosity on the part of my hon. friend

the member for Albany, I do not think
any member of the House, leaving their
prejudices out of the question, would
have the slightest objection to the con-
struction of the railway. It cannot cost
more than £12,000 or £14,000, and it
will be a paying railway, and give good
returns for the capital invested in it. I
do -not wish to be the special pleader for
Bonnie Vale. If the Bonnie Vale rail-
way is likely to disturb the peace of
mind of my ffiend the hon. member for
Albany, or the hion. member for Easit
Perth, and the members on that side of
the House, I say at once, that I have no
desire to press it too much: and I am
perfectly willing to let hon. members
feel that, as far as their influence on my
mind is concerned, I desire that they
should not be afflicted with this night-
mare, which has been created and raised
uip for this expenditure of £12,000 or
£i1,000.

MR. tEAns: Will you withdraw it?
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Mit.MORGANS: I think we will make
it; but if the hon, gentleman can really
convince mae that this nightmare which he
has is something serious, I may take steps
with the Premier to relieve his anxiety
by delaying the construction of the line.
I have, I think, given the clearest proofs
that the line should be constructed, and
have shown that it is a legitmate public
work which the Government should carry
out.

MRt. JAmEs: It wvill serve twelve hun-
dred people.

Mn. 'MORGAN'S: And in a very short
time will probably serve three or four
thousand. But at any rate, it must be
remembered that it will be serving one of
the largest producing districts on thle
fields. I hope that I have been able to
convince the House that this is a legiti-
mate work for the Government to carry
out at the earliest possible moment.
With regard to the proposed railway from
Coolgardie to NorsenUMa, 1 think thitt is
a question which we should approach with-
out any parochial feeling in our minds. I
desire to approach the question in that
way. I remember very well last year
when this, question was btfore thle Hoasc:.
and my friend, the member for Dundas,
eloquently and earnestly advocated the
claims of Esperance, I well remember
what very little interest was taken in it
by the various members on the Opposi-
tion side of the House.

Mn1. LEAKE: Do you not remenmber
the division?

Mn. MORGANS: I am glad to say that
the member for Albany voted for the line
from Eaperance to Norseman, and I be-
lieve the member for Geraldton voted for
it too.

Tm ArroRNzy GENERAL: They all votu
together.

Ma. MORGANS: The member for
North-Enst Coolgardie (Mr, Vosper) left
the House and did not vote for it.

MNit. X'usvhat: 1 voted for it3 buing put
on the Estimates.

Ma. MORGANS: I am glad to hear
the hon. member's explanation. It is
curious, however, that the members for
Albany and Geraldton should develop this
sudden affection for Esperance which they
did not possess last year. I do not ob-
ject to that, because I believe Esperance
is worthy of their affection and esteem;

and, so far as I am concerned, I too havc
a great deal of warm sympathy for Espe-

Irance, and I feel at the present time that
the inhaibit ants of that place deserve the
sympathy of this House and of the con-
try, in not having the line constructed
from that port to Norsem an. Sometimes

1there are good reasons why people should
be disappointed. I believe it would have
been better if the Premier had stated that
there were political reasons why the rail-
way should niot be constructed from Espe-
rance to the fields. I believe these poli-

tclreasons exist, and I think it would
have been better to have boldly stated
that there were political reasons and corn-
niercial reasons why the railway should
not be constructed at the present time
from that goldfleld to the port of Espe-
rance. Supposing, such reasons exist, 1
think it would be well to offer them to the
people of Esperance in explanation of the
course which the Government propose to
take in constructing the line from Norse-
nian to Coolgardie. At ainy rate, it seems
to mec, whether that policy is a good one
or a bad one-I am not here to defend
that policy, nor am I here to criticise it-
that the people of Esperance jOUSt see
there are reasons of a lpolitical character
inducing the Government to carry out the
policy which has so disappointed the ex-
pectations of the people at Esperance. 11
the railway cannot go, from Esperanee,
that is no reason why the people of Norse-
man should not be granted the privileges
and advantages of a railway, and the Gov-
ernmnent have, therefore, very properly
decided to recommend the construection of
one from Norseman to Coolgardie. Cool-
gardie is a proper starting place for the
line. There is at large amount of valuable
auriferous country between it and Norse-
man. The line will pass throug-h thle
Burbanks district and the Londo nderry
district, and through IfLed Hill.

A MEMBER'. lied Hill is a lom, way
off.

MR. MORGANS: -It is ab1ou t 13 L xikse
in a straight line. The question of a
few miles, eight or ten miles one way
or the other, is not much in the con-
struction of a railway. But here you
have between Coolgardie and Norsemnan
a good and valuable auriferous country,
and there can be no doubt that, once
constructed, it will be a, remunerative in-

[ASSEMBLY.] Fifth day of Debate.



Addenain-epl: [9 JNEJ89.j Fij IA day of Debate. 233

vestment, and it will certainly very
Largely aid the development of the gold
mirnng resources of Dundas, which is a
very important field. Many people
seem to think that the Dundas and
Norseman fields are of very little im-
portance. It is quite true that at pre-
sent they do not put out as much gold
as Coolgardie or Kalgoorlie, but they
form a very important goldfield, and
within four or five years from now the
output of gold from Norseman will pro-
bably be from eight to ten times as
great as now. It will take time to de-
velop, but surely such an important
goldfield as that, such a large centre, of
population, with so many developed
mines, is worth the expenditure of say
£250,000 for the construction of a line.

THE PREMIER: I think £200,000 will
do it.

MR. MORGANS: It is perfectly clear
that if you want to continue the de-
velopment of the gold-mining industry
in this colony you must extend your
railway system into the interior. It
must be the fixed policy of whatever
Government is in power to continue the
construction of the railways into, the- in-
terior for the development of fresh
fields. Let us take the Leonora dis-
trict, where the Government uropose to
construct a railway. There you have
a district which is almost impossible to
work without a railway, because there
is no timber suitable for mining pur-
poses in the whole of that district, in-
cluding Mount Margaret and many
miles to the north and north-ea4t
of Mount Leonora and Mount Ida.
The whole of the timber for the working
of the mines in that p~articular district
must be brought from the coast. That

fac alnewill prove to members the
importance of the construction of a line
to Leonora, supposing, of course, that
they pre satisfied the district is a good
one, and a valuable gold-mining dis-
trict as we all know it to be. I say it
would' be criminal on the part of this
Government if they refused to build

tailways so much needed for the de-
velopinient of the fields, and even if my
hon. friend opposite were in power be
would be obliged to build these railwayTs

Tim PREMER: Hear, hear.

MR. MORtOANS: If not, the public
would soon express indignation.
Any Governmient that does not carry
on the system of .railway extension
on the goldlields will make the
biggest mistake imaginable. We want
to strip this question of politics, of
party feeling ; we want to look at
it in the light of the best interests
of this country ; and I would ap-
peal to my friends opposite, before they
introduce a spirit of hostility to .this
programme of the Government for the
carrying out of these railways, I would
earnestly request them to look into the
merits of the scheme before they pass
on it such an utter condemnation as
they have done in the course of this de-
bate. I do not think any member on
the other side of the House, if he takes
the trouble to consider the matter, will
oppose the construction of these lines.

MR. ILLINQWOUTH: Where is the
money to come from I

ME. MORGANS: The member for
Central Murchison made a strong point
with reference to the proposed reappro-
priation. All the objections that I
have heard to the proposed reappropria-
tion aire theoretical and technical. The
rea1 )propriation of monhey proposed in
His Excellency's Speech is simply a re-
petition of the ordinary method pur-
sued, by men of business who have two
banking accounts, and who taike, from
one to help the other.

MRf. LEAns: This is a trust account.
AIR. MORIGAINS: It is not a trust ac-

count, but a loan account. The money
wvas borrowed for the purpose of being
expaended for certain works.

Trits PREiMIER: It is not borrowed yet.
Ma. M1ORGANS: The money will be

borrowed for a certain purpose.
THE PREMIER: Say we reappropriate

VTh00,000. We will borrow this sum
when required for the p~urpose for which
it was originally intended.

MR. LEASE: You pledge the country
to a new loan.

MaR. MORIGANS : That is the point I
was coming to. You are simply taking
from one banking account and transfer-

"i", oanother. I tn gprepiared to admait
Ithat later on it will involve replacing
that money.

Tim PREMIER: Hear, hear.
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MR. LEASE: Why did they not say so
last December?

MIR. MORGANS: I do not know why.
If I had been in the Premier's place then,
I would probably have said so.

MR. JLLING~oWOTII: If the Govermaent
burrow much more, they will ruin the
country.

MR. 'MORGANS: As an authority on
finance, I bow to the member for Central
M urehison (Mr. Illingworth) ; but at the
saume time I think if a Govermnent can
borrow money at -3 per cent., and can in-
vest it at 5 and 6 and even 10 per cent.,
ats they have done in this outntry, it will
not bring much ruin on the colony.
[THE Panuisi: Hear, hear]1 The mem-
ber for Central Murchison in the course
of his remarks represented me as saying
that 8.5 per cent. of the total gold pro-
duced in this colony was paid away in
dividends. I did not say that. Undeor
5 per cent. was paid away in dividends.
Last year £50,000 was paid in divi-
dends. That is not anything like 5 per
cent. on the total amiount of gold pro-
duced in this colony. This year the out-
piut of gold wiill be one million ounces at
least.

MR. LEAns: You will be off so soon a-s
your mines go up.

MR. MOR-GANS: You axe entirely
mistaken. I have already bought a
piece of ground where I intend to, have
iny bones laid to rest, and I may inform,
the hion. member (Mr. Leake) that the
land in question is situated in the dis-
tricrt which lie represents so well.

Ma. Si9nwsos:. Going to Albany, ehi?
To put the leader of the Opposition out?

MR. ILL~iNGO'rII: Going to aspire to
be the leader of the Opposition?

MR. MORIGANS: No; I think the
position of leader of the Opposition in
thIs House is at most dangerous one, and
I would never- assumue it. I had intended
to say a, great deal more on the question
before thle House. hut I observe the time
is passing, anid I will make only a general
app.eal to lion. members with regard to
ttiis proposal of the Govermikent for the
construction and further development of
railways on, the goldfields. I ask bon.
itic-nibeis to. pas before they' conideii
:a policy which has for its, object the
fin-they developme-at of the great re-
sources of this, colony. Depend upon it,

1andI lion, members of this House must
Iknow, you have in Western Australia the
greatest grold-p-oduc-ing country on the
globe you have in this country goid-pa-
ducing, ar-eas that will rival all other
gol-producing countries inl the world,

and vastly supersede them.
MR. JAME$: It reads like & prusec-tus

furv floating a compa~ny.
Ma. MORGUANS: I shouuld like the

loin. member to take a note of what I ami
saying, so that be iy emtbody my words
inl the next prompectus, he draws; out. 1
say this colony has possibilities for the
production of gold that no, other country
i1L the world hcas, and that it, has the
largest gold-producing areas, notwitli-
sanding the want of faith exhibited by
my friend the member for Albany; and
I ant bound to say I cannot understand
the hon. member's want of faith in the
goidhlelds and the future of this country,
because no one knows better than he that
this country has progressed by leaps and
bounds in the last five years, since the
gold-producing industry began. Is not
th-a6 the strongest proof that the future of
thisi cIoly for ltany years to coma must
depend on the gold-mining industry?
Later on we hope to see the agricu~ltural
resources of this country developed, and
we believe they will be; we look also with
great pride and interest to the develop-
ment of the timber industry, and we be-
lieve it will be a great export trade and a
great industry; but for many years to
come our prosperity and our success will
depend entirely on the production of gold.
Therefore, we must develop these re-
sources, and as it is impossible they can
hci developed except by the extension of
r-ailways, I submit to this House that the
policy of the extension of railways in this
cU001t]y is the Only safe, the only sure
policy, and is the only policy that any
Government datre stakte their faith ulpon,
if they intend to see that this country shall
prosper na we all hope and wvish it may do.
There is no other means for the devlop-
inelt of the resources of this country ex-
cept by the wtension of railwavM. And
have not the goldfields railways paid?
Thle Commissioner of liilwnys, the other
nighit, i-cad 3L staLtVeet which T. consider
waIs unafatir so far as the construction ol'
that statement was concerned, because hoe
made a statement shlowing the, workingn
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cost and the revenue of the Vilgarn rail-
way on the one hand, aind on the other
hand a statement of the wvorking cost of
the Eastern Railwvay as far as Northarn
and Bleverley. But I respectfully submit
to the hon. gentleman that it was not a
fair way to place the case before this
House.

MR. Gnoaonm: Oh, they were not his
words, you know.

MR. MOLIGANS: I take them as the
Minister's words. It matters not to me
whose words they were, for I accept them
as the statement of the Commissioner of
Railways. I do not think, it was a fair
way, to present the case.

Tim C OMMISSIONER oF RAILWAYS:
I was making a. comparison.

MR. MORGOANS: I ama afraid the
comparison was not a correct one, as it
did not Show the true state of affairs;
because there cam, be no doubt that the
go0ldfields railways have paid a very
handsome interest on their cost, and I
thind: it is only fair that they should lie
credited with the good results that have
followed their construction. I will not
refer further to the railways, but there
are one or two other points I must refer
to before concluding, in reference to the
speech of my friend the member for
Albany. He was gooad enough - no
doubt in the enthusiasm of his nature,
and probably overpowered by the spirit
of eloquence that was upon him at the
inoment-he wvas good enough to say,
in reference to the event of my passing
fromt the Opposition side of the House to
the Government side on which I now sit,
that I had committed an act of treachery.

MRs. LEAKS: Treachery?
,MR. MORGANS : That wvts rather it

strong remark, but I do not take, it
seriously. The bon. member, wvhen hie

made use of that remark, did not intend,
I feel sure, that it should apply with the
force that it appears to apply when you
read it on paper. But I will Say that-if
any explanation wvere necessary as to
why I came from the other side to this
side of the House--for I hold that every
nkenber of this House has a perfect right
to, sit where he likes-

MR. LvA1.cn: I rise to explain. I
think the hon. member misquoted Die.
I did make use of the word "treachery'"
but it was iii connection with the mem-

her for Coolgardie and the member for
North Coolgardie-that is to say, in re-
ference to their notion last year when
they altered, to meet their own conveni-
ence, the phraseology of my motion of
censure and then voted against it. Mly
remark about treachery had nothing to
do with the passing over of the member
for Coolgardie from this side of the
House to that.

AIR. MORGANS: I thank my hon.
friend for the explanation he has given,
and 1 accept it. I think now that the re-
mark was, as he Says, made in cormec-
tion with that mysterious document. 1
intended to refer to that mysterious
document also, and to say that I never
had anything whatever to do with the
alteration of it-absolutely nothing. I
do not wish to give away the secrets of
that great and influential goldfields
party which wats formed in this House
last year; but I may say that a doeu-
meent was drawn up, very properly, by
my friend the member for Albany, and
was submitted to a caucus meeting of
the goldfields members, of which I wats
not one at the time, because, if I reinem-
her rightly, I had not then been elected.

MR. ILLINOWORTII: Were you there I
A. MORtGANS: I was there at one

mieeting, and I think it was the second
meeting, at which the document was
discussed. At any rate, the document
wats produced, and the essence of it was
a motion of censure on the Premier and
his Government in reference to the
question of the food duties. I was pre-
pared to admnit that I had promised my
constitueints-because I always like to
be frank-that I would vote for a re-
duction of the food duties ; and this
document was very cleverly got up by
my friend the member for Albany be-
cause he saw an opportunity :and I
congratulate him upon his skill in using
it, and on his political prowess. That
document was got uip for the purpose of
pinning- the goldfilids members down to
vote With him upon promises which
they had m~ade before the electors. I
think the member for Albany made at
splendid political opportunity out of
that circumstance. There is no doubt
about it that wve, or most of us. were
pledged toareduetion of the food duties,
and the member for Albany could not
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have played a, better card; because no
doubt he said to himself, "These memt-
hers for the goldfields have come down
pledged to a reduction of the food du-
ties; there are so nany of them in
number, and these are the men we can
get hold of to support the Opposition
side, so that with their help we may
turn the Government out." Yes, and
they could have done it quite wvell, be-
cause if the goldfields members had
joined the Opposition, as I believe most
of them intended to do at the time, the'
Government wvould have been beaten on
the question of the food duties.

MaI. LEAES: And as in, promised at
that meeting.

MR. MORGA±NS; Possibly there
mnight have been an adverse vote. Well,
what happened?

MR. Snmruc aits 1 " (Oeneral
laughter.)

MR. MORGANS: In a report of what
was said in this House the other night, I
read that. ty hion. friend spoke about
"ratting," but what really happened on
the occasion in question was the great
disappointment of my friend the member
for Albany. That is whthappened. But
referring again to that peculiar meeting
of goldtields mnembers, I must correct the
mnember for Albany by saying I had no-
thing to do with the change or alteration
which was made in that document;- and I
am sure my lion. friend will be prepared
to believe what I say.

MR. ltLLiNOWWRii: Did you vote for
the amndnment when it was alteredI

MR. MORIGANS : No;: and I never pro-
mnised either. The whole maatter can be
explained in a. few moment&. The mein-
her for Central Mur-chison (Mr. fIlling-
worth), who, I am bound to say, vjt the
self-elected and constituted head of the
gimldlields, party-

MnR. ftuyNowowRIx (who r-ose, amid gene-
ral laughter) : "'he hon. niniber is say-
ing what is absolutely untrue. T wats
elected at a meeting, and I believe thle
secretary of that iaieeting, is present iii
the Hous e now.

Tire Pianisa: How nn were [liere
only threeI

MR. lLuANowonl'I: If there had been
oiilv thu-ee, I wats not self-t'Ietted. I was
elected by it mnajority of the peopleI there.

Tits PREMIER: Haw mianv were there?

I MR. MORGANS: I have heard the ex-
planation of the hon. member for Central
Murchison and I accept it, and at the same
time withdraw the statement I mnada

MR. lLLINowo~Ril: I rise to make
another explantation, and perhaps the
hon. member will withdraw another
statement. On page 154 of Ewnemard,
there is At speech by Air. Morgan%, who
said :

But what about tme gold we are taking out
(of the country? If wre look at the economic
side of the question, we find that 85 per cenit.
of the total production of gold is leaving the
colony for good.

ME. MORGAIKS: You said "in divi-
dends."

MRt. ILLIYowwlrU: I said, "Going away
from the country.'

MR. MORGANS: You said "in divi-
dends, " or I should not have interjected.

THE P'REMIER: It is very different.
MR. ILIaNG)WRTH: If I said "in divi-

dends" I made a mistake in the word, but
the statement the hon. member made was
that "85 per cent, of the total production
of gold is leaving the colony for good."

MR. MORGANS: Oh, I agree to that.
MR. ILLINGWORTII: The hon. member

went on to say, as recorded in Hait-
mtrd :-

lookling at it front an economic point of view.
I say, it is an appalling fact, and the duty or
legislators in this colony should be to find %on,
mns of remedying whamt I consider to be the
greatest jpossible evil. We are really removing
85 perI cent, if time gold frin Western Australia
for the benefit or other colonies and other
couilnItries.

ME. MORGANS : 'Ihlat is right. That
is perfectly true.

MR. JAMES: Then there is one state-
mecnt you can stand bty, anyhow.

MR. MOIRGANS: I -go back to that in-
teresting document for- a muomen-t. It wits
stated by the lion. meciuber for (CentralI
Murchison, as chairman of t he meceting,
that the docuitient Wits nlot to lie at fmtionl

IOf censure OnL the Government, proivided
the Government decided to reduce the
food duties. I was never pledged by that
docum ent: but, if I had be-en, I was, re-
lieved from that pledge, as other members'
of thme goldfields party were, when we
raime into [iae House auid tiac lreiiaer
stated lie intended to make at reduction ill
the food duties. That satislied our de-

I nands for the time hem"o Thlere "-as no
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treachery on our part in any way in de-
ciding not to vote .against the right lion.
gentleman and his Government on that
occasion. This explanation is necessary
in order that I may not lhe unjustly
charged with acting treacherously on that
occasion, which I certainly did not. I
have no wore to say. I sincerely hope
that some of the parochial expressions
wvith regard to developing the resources or
the goldfields, made by the meamher for
East Perth and other members of the Op-
position, and even by Borne members on
the Government side-I do sincerely hope
that the minds of those miembers wvill be
relieved from parochial thoughts, and
that they will help) in developing th
great resources of the goldfields in the
interior. It w'as said by the miember for
Gcraldton (Mr. Simpson) that we were
"voting miachines," on the Government
side of the House. But I observe that
members on the Goverwunent side fromn
timue to time vote against the Premnier
and the Government. I have ot'ten seen
members on the Government side on
various points go right against the
Premier and the Government.

MR. LEAKS: 'That is, when the Premier
lets them.

MR. MOIIGANS: It shows the in-
dependent spirit which runs on the
Governmnent side. But I haLve never seen
one of the members of the Opposition
vote against the orders of their iAt41 tcr.

Ma. Vo-tPER: I have. I have voted
with the Government several times, as
witness. the Coolgardic water scheme.

Mn. JAMES: The member for North-
East Coolgardie need not be proud of
that. He should rather be ashamled.

MN MORGANS: I congratulate the
right hon. the leader of the Opposition.

Mat. LEASE: Do not call me "right
hor.ourable."

MR. MORIGANS: I hope I shall have
the opportunity of doing so at an early
date. I congratulate the leader of the
Opposition and his able and navigating
lieutenant, the member for Geraldton,
on the skilful way in which they manipui-
late the wires, and exercise aI strong~
influence over the able minds to be
found amongst the members of the Op-
position. It is a very difficult thing to
control the minds of intellectual mnen,
and we are led to believe that most of

the, intellect aind intelligence or thkis
1Ii'iis are (PEI the. Opposition side.,

14R. JAMES: Thait is true.
,Nui. LEA,.KF: We arc not so very haid,

after all.
MR. MO144AANS: A g-reat deal of

credit is due to the member for Albany
(Mr. Leake) aind his able lieutenant for
time mag-nificent way in which they control
time mminds and consciences of the gentle-
men or the Opposition. Men with the
strong minds, those members possess are
not easily controlled, as a. rule -,but the
memiber for Albany knows how to "pull
the wires," and he does it very skilfully.
At any rate, if "voting machines" are
found on, the Government side of the
House, they aire also to be found amongst
the Opposition. The mnen iber for Alba ny
has a great influence, I notice,
over thme member for Central Mur-
chison (Mr. Illingworth), wrho is a
imost difficult man to control. On
the, Opposition side is at picked
phalanx of intelligent men, and it re-
fleets great. credit o'n the members. who
"pull the wires" that they can control
thea member for Central Murehison. Ile
is, a man. who "takes the hit in his
mouth :" and men who do, that are diffi-
cult to control. Seeing the combhination
on, the Opposition side, and how they
vot 'o systematically against everything
the Government propose, and seeing the
splendid manner in which the member
for Central Murchison is controlled, I
must congratulate the leader of the Op-
position and his lieutenant on their
splendid tact.

Ma. KENNY (North Murchison) : It
is with a certain amount of diffidence
that I rise to address this honourable
Assembly this evening, in the face- of the
treatment that many members of this
House, have received from members on
the Government side. The Pre'mier
complaned very bitterly the other even-
ing that the Opposition had not eongratu-
kI ted him on the programme he had in-
trod uced for the comning session. I
may informn the right hon. gentleman
that the Opposition do not profess to
ti-ke their seats here for the purpose of
congratula-tin-a the Government, but
rather to criticise them and keep
them in their place. But on this
occasion I cannot proceed without
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coagratulating the right boa- gen-
tleiiian and those who sit with him
upon the mornganaitic miarriage that
hans recently taken i1lace between the
Government and an allege niem her of
lbe Opposition. Such a marriage can-
not but have natural results, and in every
sense it is a. worthy union of worthy
mlemblers. I am sorry to find rather late
in the debate that it is intended or ex-
pected that every member in addressing
the House shall stick ciosely to the
amendment. Otherwise I should have
had a great deal more to say; hut in
order to conform with the ruling of the
Chair, I shall endeavour to confine my-
self to the amnendment. There is one
matter I should like to, refer to, which
may possibly be beside the question.
That is the fact that at the eleventh hour
the Premier has decided to recognise the
amendment before the House as one
of no-conifidence. The House will re-
member the other evening, when the de-
bate commenced, the Premier refused to
accept any amendment tabled by the
leader of the Opposition unless it was
Couched in words of a, very direct nature.
TUnder no, circumstancest would the Pre-
inter recognise the amendment now be-
fore the House as a. motion of no-confi-
denice. We find this eveningc one of his;
colleagues put up to inform the House
that the Government have decided to
accept the amendment as one of no-
confidence Why has thsmt been done?
We of the Opposition know that if ak divi-
sioin were taken on this question, not as
a motion of no-confidence, the Opposition
would have a majority. The Govern-
ment, in order to ensure a majority, have
uimed the old gag of "a% motion of no-
confidence." Why is this so? There
are mnen sitting orn the Government cross-
benches who believe on this, question ais
the Opposition believe, and would un-
doubtedly vote with the Opiuosition if it
were an ordinary motion. But they are
either pledged to their constituencies or
to the Governinent themselves to supuort
thet, and not to vote against the Glov-
ernment in the event of a motionz of ino-
confidence.

They know the right and approve it, too;
Condemn the wrong, and vet wroar pursue.

One of the wrongs) the Government have
not scrupled to perpetrate on the dis-

trict I represent is connected with the
vote, some. years ago, of a sum of mioney
for the Construction of a line fromn Cue
to Nannine. When on the hustings
some 1$ months ago, battling against
one of the strongest supporters the Gov-
erment could possibly send against me,
I was confronted by telegranms from the
Premier informing the public of North
Murchison, through my Opponent, that
the Government had alreay arranged
for this railw av% and other requirements,
tind that the work would be proceeded
with without delay. Last session when
I aisked the amount of money remaining,
for this work, and when it was intended
to proceed w'ith the construction of the
line, I was informed that the money re-
maining was not available because some
of it was necessary to defray the cost of
rearranging- or adjusting the line from
Mullewa. to Cue.

THEx DIRECTR or PUB3LIC WOaKS: We
grave you the exact figutres last ni.

Ma. KENNY: Nearly ten days ago
I tabled at question in the House asking
for certain information in cu~nnection with
this railway. I dot not pretend to say
the Comimissioner of Railways has post-
poned giving me this informnation until
the division hats taken place, but it is at
remarkable fact that he could not an-
swer a few simple questions in ten days.
When the question came up to-night, he
again asked me to postpone it. I do
not say that this was done Wilfully, but
it has a strangre appearance. During
the debate we have been treated to a
a-eat de)l of advice by members on the
opposite side; and exception has been
taken to the way in which the members
of the Opposition have alluded to mem-
bers sitting opposite; but hon. members
should r-cemember that the gi-eatert
Agenders arc thiose who itre sitting on the
other side. I would like to remind
those members, of a, little heading which
apipeared in our c01)y-books; at school,
"He is wise, who leaves his neighbour's
faults alone, and uses his talents to cor-
rect his own." One of the strongrest.
reasons why I protest against the pro-
grammre which has been placed before
hon. members, and why I support the
amnendment brought forward by the
leader of the Opposition, is this that
it is another attemptr-one of many-
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which has alreadv been made to
destroy the advantages of the natu-
ral norts and barbours of this col-
ony. Here we have the North MXur-
chison left without at railway. The
money was voted years ago; the mna-
terial w'as indented for it; and this
was announced particularly to the elec-
tors in my district 18 months ago.
Those rails have been used for another
purpose, and we were told lately that
they had been indented in the usual
course. I could give hon. members a
little infornation which the hon. mem-
ber opposite me would not like to hear,
as to bow these rails were out aind
carved to fit another line.

THa %hscrron OF PUBLIC WORKS
That is wrong. I would like you to ask
a. question upon that ma-tter.

MR. MORAN: Is the present line to
the Murchison going to pay for the axle-

MR. KENNY: One reason why I shall
support the amendmient; is this: I do
thinik the Premier is making one of the
greatest mistakes he ever made in the
whole of his administration in endea-
v6uring to deprive Estperance of its
rights as the port of the eastern per-
Lion of the colony. I cannot forget
when in Geraldton-and we required. a
large amount of money to be expended
on that port-all that was, necessary to
do "'as to call a public mueeting and show
that Geraldton was the only port for the
Murchison goldfields, and the Govern-
muent granted the money at once.
Years ago, when, at large loan was
brought before the country, and a inear
sure in reference to it was introduced
into this House to convert Fremantle
into the finest harbour in the colony, no
objection was taken to thAt loan, he-
cause it was recog-nised that Fremnantle
was; the main port of Western Australial.
And when the right hon. gemtleman
caine into this Housr? and introduced the
Loan flt to expend thousands of pounds
to convert the '-ort of Bunhury into at
safe harbiour, nothing was said against it.
Ibccause it was recognised that Bunhury
was the p-roper port of the South-West-
ern itrt-ion of the colony. What T
mraintain is that what wrae sauce for the
r~eratldton and Bunbury geese is sauce
for the Esperance gander. It behoves

the Go-vernmnent to think well before de-
ciding to wipe Esperanee off the mnap of
WuTstern Australia. I had the honour
and pleasure of aeuoupltying the right
hon. gentlemtan and others on their re-
cent tour. That tour was undertaken for
thei express purpose of inquiring into
the natural advantages and facilities
that Eslperance offered as a port for
Norsemian. I confess T was agreeably
surprised to find Esperance the town it
is ; and I state that, A,- at pert, Esper-
ance is superior to anything south of
Albany. I would ask the Premier, in
the best of kindly feelings, to remember
his reception at Esperance and right
along the line. What was it? It was
the reception by the people of the
people's Premier. At Esperanee and
Norseman there were, headry cheers that
went up from the honest miners, which
were in contrast to the fulsomie flattery
ait the Coolgardie batnquet. The ques-
tion that arises is: what effect will.
the railway have on this portion of the
colony? I am quite prepared to say
that I do not look forward to the rail-
way from Esperance, to Coolgardie tak-
ing the trade fromt Fremantle. I look
at it from the point of view whether it
is best to construct the line from Norse-
man to Esperanee or fromt Coolgardie to
Norsem an. As both are evils: we have
to choose the lesser of the two - and I
certainly think it is a far lesser evil to
grive the people of Esperatnce what they
require, so that they may realise their
hones, desires, and ambitions, and lie
content to remain there. The Cool-
gardie people have no longer a claim
on the Government. The Government
have sipoon-fed Coolgardie long enoughb.
and I think the time has& come when
they shou~ld teach Coolgardie to stand
without asisistance. I am sure the Pre-
mier took as much notice of the engi-
neering, difficuilties tha exist between
Esperance and Norse man, and those
that exist between Norseman and Cool-
gardie, as I did:. and he must have seen
that it will cost twice as munch to con-
str net the railIway from Norsem an to Cool-
gardie as the line fromt Esperatnee to
Norsem an. In Esperance there is the
basis of a water supply. On the other
hand, the Governmecrt intend to con-
strutt a railway line through a waterless
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country into a waterless country, with no
basis of a water supply nearer than Nor-
thai!). Can the Premier forget the town
of 1Iserance?

TI-I PREMIER: That is not the question
before the House at all.

MR. ]KENNY: It is.
THx PREMIER: I beg your pardon. The

question is the amendment moved by the
hon. member for Albany.

MR. KENNY: Involving the railway.
THE Pamun: The amendment is not

to build any railways at all.
MR. KENNY: I am perfectly willing to

take the ruling of the Speaker a to
whether I am in order.

THE PREIERn: Then I will ask the
Speaker as to whether the bon. member is
in order. The question before the House
iA not the construction of a railway, but
the prohibition of railway lines.

Mu. KENNY: I have no desire to stray
from the beaten path, but I stand in good
company. There has scarcely been a
member on the Government side of the
House, as well as members on this side,
who have not dwelt on this question. The
hon. member who has just sat down-I
have no desire to be unjust, but the Pre-
inier might just as well have called atten-
tion to his reference on this subject as he
has done~ in my cas~e. The hon. member
for Coolgardie (Mr. Morgans) discussed
this question a great deal more than I am
doing.

THE PREMIER: I will not say any more
about it.

MR. KENNY: The unfortunate part of
it is that I have an unpleasant way of
saying things which are not welcome. I
was speaking of the cost of this railway.
The amendment properly involves the
financial aspect of this matter, and that is
what I am now dealing with. When a
matter comes before the House involvingz
the expenditure of large sumis of money.
it is the duty of every hon. member to see
at least that it is expended to thegreatest
advantage. I repeat again, for the benefit
of hon. members who were not present
just now, that I have no hesitation in
saying that a, railway from Esperance to
Norseman will only cost half as much as
a railway from Coolgardie to Norseman.
The other question to which I wish to
allude is the great injury to the colony as
a whole. No one will pretend to say

that it is not in the present interest of the
country to mtake the most of our natural
resources. With a railway from Esper-
once to Norseman one of nature's harb~ours
wvould be made the most of, whilst our
eastern goldfields would be greatly de-
veloped. The line which it is proposed
now to construct wvill not meet the same
end. I cannot forget what the right hon.
gentleman said in his addresses to the
people of Esperance and Norseman, and I
.am sure he wvill not contradict this. The
Premier said : "I am your friend."

THE PREMIER: I said: "The Norseman
people."

Ma. KENNY: The Premier said :"When
this question comes before my Cabinet, no
political consideration will be brought to
bear on the question."

THE PREMIE: I did not say so. I am
not so foolish as all that.

Mn. KENNY: I can only say that I
stood and listened to the address.

THE PREMIER: Where was it?
MR. KENNY: I will present you to-

morrow with a. local newspaper with a full
report of your speech in it.

Tan PREMIER: I will not be convinced
even then.

Mn. KENNY: I quite agee with you.
I amn sure these interruptions and inter-
jections from the right hon. gentleman are
scarcely what I and other young and new
members expect. They do not tend to
make us feel all the more comfortable, or
kindly towards those who interrupt and
try to throw us off our line of argument.
Although I only represent the men of the
North Murchison, the prospectors. the
diggers, and the labourers, I am sent to
this House despite every effort that was
made to keep me out. I defeated the
strongest man sent against me--the Gov-
ernment nominee ; and while I alu inside
this Chamber I consider I am the equal
of anyone sitting here, and I claim the
rights and privileges of a member of this
House, and I an) sure hon. members here
will see that those rights'and privileges
are accorded to me. I am tired of seeing
members interrupted because they do
not think and act exactly as the Premier
wishes them. We have a. great deal of
advice tendered to us, and possibly the
Premier will not object to having a little
from me. My advice to him would be to
think well before he carries out this sug-
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gested railway scheme; to think well of
the ruin he will be bringing on the people
of Esperance by constructing the pro-
posed line from Norseman to Coolgsardie ;
to think what his feelings would be when
Esperance no longrer existed on the map
of this country except as a home for the
rabbit. When the Premier does leave
office, I wish him to take with him the
unttarnished reputation he has held ever
since he has been here, and I would say
to him as a. parting word: Be cautious
lest, when he has left this arena. no van,
wrujan, or child will be TiI)!c to '1,t~ak -J
him as one
Who never sold the trath to serve the hoar,
Or pattered with eternal God for power.

Ma. GREGORY (North Coolgardie>
I did not intend to speak to the amend-
mient, but assertions have been made to
which I must refer. There has been a
recognised rule in the House that pru,-
cecdings, in caucus are of a private and
confidential character; but the member
fotr Albany (Mr. Leake) seemls as devoid
of p)olitical honesty as he is full of poli-
tical treachery.

THE SPEAKER: I do not think the hon.
member ought to have made such a, re-
mark ats that.

Ma. GEoRoE: He also accused me of
hapving noted treacherously.

Ma. GTREGORY: I Will wjithdraw the
words, if they are too strong.,

THE SPEAKER: I did not notice that
the hon. member accused the member for
the Murray of treache-y. If he did he
was out of order.

Ma. GREGORY: I will substitute the
word "deceit" for "treachery." I think
my action withi reference to the gold-
fields party last session showed that
I had the intention to give the
Government a fair trial. I ob-
jected to the member for Central
Murchison (Air. Illingrworth) being the
leader of that party, because I thought
he would use his influence against our pro-
g-raxmei, and because I wished the
goidlields vnity to he altogether inde-
pendent. I wish to explain fully the nature
of the occurrences at those caucus meet-
ings to which the member for Albany has
referred. Entering the library one morn-
ing I found about 20 members present. I
was asked if I was desirous df ha-ving the
foij duties rentoved. I said, yesbut that

I had no wish to oust the, Government;
whereupon the member for Albany (Mr.
Leake) assured rue that they had noo in-
terntion whatever to make the amendment
one of want of confidence. It was simply
thEir desire to ask the Government to re-
consider their decision. In the afternoon
we bad another meeting. The member for
Atlany found it convenient to be absent.
Thb: member for Central Murchison (Mir.
Illicgworth) war, in the chair, and a new
amrendment altogether was submitted to
us. I asked whether the amendment was
the same as that which the member for
Albany had read to us in the morning,
and I insisted that a, similar amtendment
to that read to us in the morning should
be put to the meeting, and I drafted one.

MR. EWING: You voted against your
own amendment.

Mr. GREGORY: We were told in the
morning that it would not be treated as
a motion of want of confidence.

Mn. EWIvNG: Who made it a motion
of want of confidence? You drew up the
antendment, and I suppose you embodied
your principles in it, and yet you voted
against it.

Mn. GREGORY: When the amend-
ment was brought before the House, the
Premier told us that he would brine for-
ward the question of tariff reform the
first thing this session. He has kent his
promise. He has pledged himself to
brine such a measure forward.

MR. EWING: And you will vote against
it.

MR. GREGORY: Rt all depends. Who
were most treacherous,-those with big
Parliamentary experience, knowing ex-
actly the position that the amendment
would put us in, or we with no 'knowledge
of Parliamentary practice, and who. were
deceived by What we wete told by the
other members? The leader of the Op-
position knew perfectly well that the
amendment would be treated as one of
want of confidence. What is the position
now I The Government propose to con-
struct certain railways, one of which is
from Menzies to Leonora. Up till now no
objeotion has been raised to the con-
struction of this line beyond the faot that
the Government should not borrow any
more money at the present time. This
railway would open up auriferous
country. There are 20 miles of non-
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auriferous country, but at Niagara there
is an auriferous belt 11 miles in length.
Then, there is a stretch of 5 miles before
you reach the auriferous belt. Leonora
is almost all auriferous country. I am
not interested personally in the mines
there, and the bulk of may constituents
tire at Menzies; so that, if I studied my
own interests and those of my constitu-
ents only, I would not advocate the eten-
sion of the line; but the arguments in its
faiour are so strong that miembers who
know thenm and who are acquainted with
the country must, I think, support the
propose]l. It is not only that the linu
would open up al rich auriferous belt,
but it will also be a great assistance I o
a number of districts round about, and
to the mining centres of Lawlera and
1 )arlot. The line will go through at
wvell watered country, Fromt Niagara
right up to Leonora is well watered.
There are no engineerinug difficulties, and
the distance is only abot 75 miles. The
proposed Bonnie Vale railway has been
spoken of as a job. I have been there,
and although I cannot speak as to the
population-which, however, I should
imagine to be about one thousand people
-I know that there are mining centres
beyond that point which will be served
by the proposed line. There was an agita-
tion not long ago got up in that district
asking for the construction of a line from
Coolgardie through Blonnie Vale and
the 21-Mile to a district beyond. Such a
line would he of great ass istance to the
Wealth of Nations district, and also to
Siberia. I would like to point out that
if the anicndment were carried, no further
construction of railways could be under-
taken this session. I feel sure the
country, desires that we should have more
railways constructed. I want a railway
constructed to Norseman. I do not agreet
wit!: that -'art of the Speech which says
that the line should be constructed from
Norsian to Coolgardie; but we do not
tie ourselves to everything in the Speech.
When the matters come before us we can
deal with them, and vote either for them
or- against them. Last session I voted
against the Government quite as often
as I voted for them. Members should
be able to see the inconsistency with
which the member for Albany (Mr.
Leake) has brought his amendnient for-

ward. First he told us that there was
nothing in His Excellency's Speech to
warrant his making a. speech ; then he
told us that the proposed railway policy
contained in that Speech was of such a
character that he must move an amend-
ment, which amounts to a motion of want
of confidence in the Government. I have
rome to one conclusion since I have been
in the House, and that is as to the utter
incapacity of the member for Albany
(MI-. Leake) to lead it. The Government
have placed before the House a good,
progressive policy. They have promised
ats electoral reform. I would like to see
what sort of electoral reform the mem-
ber for Albany would give us. I hunted
up the newspapers to see what the hon.
member advocated in 1896, but I did not
find that he proposed anything remark-
able. The Government have placed
before us a progressive policy, and we
can fight out these measures when they
,omie separately before us. I admire the
member for Albany (Air. Leake) for his
wit and his eloquence, and as an actor
I think he would be superb; but when
it comes to our placing the welfare of
this country in his hands, I think I
should look deeper. 1, for one, confine
my allegiance to the Premier.

SEunruAL MEMnERS: Divide!l Divide!I
MR. WALTER JAMES (East Perth):

Just before we divide I propose to say A
fewv words, and if they run to two
hours, I intend to stand on my feet
for two hours. I should Like to
exj.ress my strong dissent from the
position taken up by some members
on the Government side in discuss-
iusz the amendment. I ay that, in
dealing with this question, we have
nothing to do with the personal fitness of
the member for Albany (Mr. Leake).
That is not the question at issue. 'Nor
have we anything to do with what some
members may have done in connection
with prior proceedings; and I do, implore
members, when considering this question
and when they vote, not to be misled by
what may have been said by some meal-
hers, either in favour of the nonendment
or against it, but to look at the issue
which is placed before the House, and to
have regard to that issue, and to that
issue only.

THn PREmiER: And what is that issue?
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Mn. JAMES: I want to congratulate
the Government most heartily upon one
thing. They have again drawn. orn the
Opposition side of the House for an able
muan to support them. Time alter time
it has been the fate of the Opoosition to
halve emr brains constantly drawn upon
for supplying deficiencies on the front
T'reasury bench. We welcome that fact,
and it is ab pleasure and a pride to us
to realie our own importance. Occupy-
ing, as I now do, the seat on this bench
so lately vacated by the member for Cook-
gardie (Mr. Morgans), I do not feel very
lonely or cold, nor do I feel that I
occupy the seat of a. greater man than
nwself; yet, when I hear the hon. miean-
hey (Mr. Morgans) speaking from. his
nexj position on the Government side, I
cannot but feel gratified that the bjest
speech made in support of the Govern-
ment policy, in this debate, has been
miade by one who gained the whole of
his parlamentary experience on the Op-
position side of the House. If we on this
side cannot prorvide a, whole Ministry for
governing this colony, yet time after
time we have supplied recruits for the
Government, aind mnost of themi have
gyone straight from this side to the Minis-
terial bench. In this latest instance, the
memnber for Coolgardie is marching-
slowly, this session, in the direction of
rho Ministerial bench : and mnay I say,
maost sincerely, that I hope he will travel
the whole way before the next session.
We are glad to see he is moving up into
the sphere wheore perhaps he may be far
more useful than he was when sitting on
the Opposition side of the House. We

as- cale unn o sy either that this
principle of reappropniation, which for
the first time is introduced, is a good
principle, or that it is a bad principle;-
ala,, -we are called upon to say whether
we are in favour, or not ini favour, of
iuerea-sing our indebtedness as a
colony at the present time, having re-
gard to the obligations which this
House has sanctioned, and' the imore or
less strained finanial3 condition in
which we find ourselvea I have not
heard any speaker, except the Premier,
who is always optimistic-indeed most
members who have spoken have ad-
mitted that in private businesses out-
siide this House they have felt the finain-

cial strain, that they have felt called
upon to pull in, that they have felt
that owing to the peculiar position of
this colony there was need for care and
need for caution. If that is a rule re-
cognised by business men in the conduc.t
of their private affairs why should we
not, require the Government to exercise
the same prudence and care as busi-
ness, men exercise in connection with
their own affairs? Have 'we not often
heard it said by these who support the
Government that they do so because the
Government bring business aptituck
and business practice to bear upon thme
discharyge of their public duty? I want
members to stand by their declaration,
and to say whether they vote for or
against this amendment by asking
theniselvtus, "What are the business
people of this country at thle present
time doing in connection with their
bu-siness transactions?" Let them answer

*that question; and, if they do, there
will be an overwhelming majority in
fav-our of the amendment, when put to
the vote. As to the various railways
which aire proposed:, I only want to say

*that the nmemiber for Coolgardie (Mr.
Morgans), in at lofty sort of way, re-
ferred to parochial sentiments; sug-
gesting, apparently, that parochial sea-
tinients were coining from this (the Op-
position) side of the Hou~se. I have net
heard them ;I an net aware I have
given expression to any,% miyself; and
I wan-t, wi4th the utmost respect, to
point out to the hon. member (Mr.
Morgans) that, if I were speaking on
behlf of a policy consisting of thre-z
items, and if two of themi were railways
to pass through any district-I will not
say for the purpose of gaining a vote,
but if they had the effect of further un-
duly increasing the expenditure of
public mioney in my constituency-then
if I supported that policy and. asked this
House to, believe I supported it en public
and not on private grounds, I should
consider I was acting in a parochial
spirit.. I hope, also, the hon. member
will pardon me for saying that, where
the whole of his personal interests are
in favour of supporting this policy;, it
may be that, in this instance, he is
giving way to the personal bent of his
mind, and not to his national aspira-
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tions. It comes with an ill grace when
he throws out the taunt astoothersdeal-
ing with this question in a narrow, pmn-
chisi spirit. I object to reappropria-
tioi , and I want to put it to, members:-
is there one member who approves of
reappropriation? Independently of party
questions, let us eliminate that question
from the other question.

Ma. A. FORRST: You do not under-
stand the question.

Ma. JAMES: I understand we have
nfl borrowed the money that we propose
to reappropriate, and the position, there-
fore, is that when we go before the
British investors to obtain money for
the Coolgardie water scheme, or some
other scheme, we shall be doing a
grossly dishonest act, because by the
time we go to raise that money we are
going to use it for some other scheme.
I understand from the Premier's state-
mnent that the money we are asked to
reappropriate has not yet. been raised
in the money market.

THE PaEMIER: No;. we have to get
an authorisation from Parliament, re-
dlueing one appropriation and making
another.

Mn. JAMES: If we want money for
making the Norseman railway, why can-
not we ask for it directly and openly
for that purpose? When I find devious
tricks resorted to, am I not right in as-
sum ing, as anu ordinary individual, not
professing to understand finance-

adperhaps my conscience is more
cleatr than is that of the inan. who does
know all about finance--that this
transacetion is; not straightforward? If
we wont money for certain purposes,
and haive not the courage to gOr to the
London market and say so., we are try-
ing to evade the only honest course open
to us. What does reappropriation miean?
it surely means taking mnoney which has
been appropriated for a certain purpose
and using it for another purpose. If I
go to a man and borrow £10,000 for a
specific purpose, and then, behind his
hack, use the money for another purpose,
does that make no difference to him as
a lenderI If it makes no difference, why
should we not do it in a. way that is not
open to suspicion. one that is above sus-
picion I

TE PREMIER: So we are, if you will
let me explain.

MAR. JAIIES: I cannot make out why
these matters should require explana-
tion.

Tus PREMIER: Because you miisrepre-
sent,

Mfn. JA-MES: They should be made so
cleair that the man who runs in the street
may read. As to the word "reappropria-
tion," I can understand that plainly
enougyh. We have money which hat been
ear-rn arked for certain purposes, and now
we are groingr to use that money for an-
other purpose. I do not think that is
rig ht. That is the first part of the
amendment before the House; and I
have no hesitation in saying, as the right
hon. gentleman knows, that the majority
of members in the House do not like that
finance. When the arguments of the
Premier were used before this Hlouse,
and the arguments, of the other members
were used in support of this policy, they
found their arguments were unavailing;
and when they found their arguments
were useless, they then put on a. screw
and said, "Now we will make this a no-
confidence question." It will take a
great deal of argument to convince me
that the position of the Government is so
strong that they can fight on that posi-
tion alone;- for when you find themn fight-
ing on that position for a certain time,
and than suddenly changing and bringing
to bear an influence which 'not only in
this House but in'every part of the world
is destructive of reason and coin mon
sense-that is, the party pro 'gramine, the
party cry-then the ordinary elector will
not believe the Government are suffi-
ciently strong in the correctness and jus-
tice of their ease as to stand or fall by it
alone. 1 am satisfied that if members of
this House will vote free from this or that
party tie, recognising that this is not a
House that is tied on the one side to
one party and on the other side to the
other party, but is a House in which we
are endeavouring as far as possible to se-
cure justice, and to Lcive as we do in this
House a. support and an assistance to the
Government which no Onosition in any
other part of the world gives to the Gov-
ernment of the day, they will vote
for the princinle of this amniendrnpnt.
It is wrong and injurious in a, case like

[ASSEMBLY.] Fifth day of Debate.



Addre8-n-Rely 29 UNE,189.] ifthi dayi of Debate. 245

this to introduce the question of party
ties, and to strain, as some members
have said, the loyalty of members by
insisting that they shall depart from their
convictions and vote for their party
whether right or wrong. That is the first
part of the amendment. The second part
expresses the opinion that it is not ad-
visable that the country's obligations
should be increased. In connection with
this, the Opposition do not desire to
use their own words, hut the words of
the Premier himseelf only so receently as
the 16th November last. The conditions
cannot have changed in so short a timie.
No man who' holds the position of the
Premier ought to say he had no possible
idea of what has since happened in the
public works policy. The Premier said.-

In regard to our public indebtedness, hon.
members will have seen the published accounts.
Our indebtedness is increasing-there is no
doubt about that-and I think that, until our
population increases, we should be careful Dot
to increase cur borrowing authorisations.
Hon. members will note, "not to increase
our borrowing authorisationao" The Pre-
inier goes on-

I do not mecan to say that it may not be
necessary for us, to some small extent, to in-
crease oair borrowing authorisations--
Sufficient for the Bonnie Vale railway I
suppose. The speech continues: -
-but what I wish to impress on hon. members
is that, until we get rid of the authorisations
we already have, it would be unwise, in the
interests of the country, to have any more
borrowing authorisations; therefore, I shall set
mny face against them for ihe present.
The Premier was then dealing with a
most important question of principle
which is not determined by the mere
facts of to-day. Bear in mind that we are
worse off to-day than we were on the
16th November last. Since then there has
been a fall in revenue, and we are not now
going on so prosperously as was then
hoped. These utterances were made by
the Premier *at a time when he was
putting forth the most optimistic report
in connection with the revenue for the
following year. With all that optimistic
influence around him he told use he would
set his face against further borrowing
authorisations until the present authorisa-
tions were exhausted. The Premier pro-
ceeds:

And we--
That is the country and the Government.

And we feel that it would be 'unwise at the
present time, either directl -y or indirectly, to
increase the indebtedness of the colony by
raising further loans, or doing anything wiclh
wold necessitate so doing, untl we have at
least exhausted the present loan atuthorisations,
Indeed, the amendment in this ease is
in the exact words of the Premier when
he spoke in the House eight months ago,
and I ask hon. members whether times,
have changed since theni? If the condi-
tions have altered since then, has not the
whole of the change and the whole altera-
tion been in favor of attaching greater
weight to those wvords which the Premier
then used? I beg members, in dealing
with this question, to keep) front so-called
party ties. I regret the Premier should
have departed from the position he took
up when the amendment was first moved.
I do not believe that he himself is -erson-
ally responsible for this. In many of these
matters-if I may say so with respect-
there is too much of a baneful influence
exercised by a morning paper. If the
Premier would but act for himself and
not be led astray, there would be a miuch
better administration and much purer
legislation. This is too important a
matter to be dealt with as a mere oarty
issue.

TaE PanunaE: Why not leave it until
the matter conies up I

MR. JAMES: Surely the Premier wil
agree with wne that now is the proper time
for the discussion on the question of
principle involved. Surely now is the time
to say we object to this proposal because
it involves, first the principle of re-
appropriation, and secondly a borrow-
ing policy, which is. opposed to the best
interests of the colony, and is, further, in
opposition to what the Premier himself
said eight monthis ago. I speak for
myself, and wish to say as emiphatically
as possible that now -is the time we
should stay our hands and refrain from
borrowing.

TRx PREMIER: For how long?7
Ma. JAMES: It is not for me to specify

the time. It the right bon. gentleman is
satisfied, and surely he will be, that the
present time is inopportune, so far as we
can see under our present conditions, to
further borrow, why should I be called on
to act the part of a prophet and say we
should be able to borrow in 12 o r 24
mionthis hence?
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Tna PREmIER: You fix the time in the
amendment.

Mn. JAMES: We fix the time the right
hon. gentleman himself fixed in Novem-
ber last.

Thx PREmiER: Do not put it AI on me.
Take your own responsibility.

MR. JAMES: I read an extract from a
speech by the Premier, but he was not
here at the time.

A MEMBER: The amendment is not in
the exact words used by the Premier.

Ma. JAMES: Questions such as this
ought to be settled by the principle in-
volved, and not voted for or against
because a certain "i" is not dotted or a
"t" crossed. We know the principle that
underlies the amendment; and we ought
to honestly vote for or agatinst it, apart
from any mistake there may be in the
niere wording. I implore ,u~mhers to
vote apart from party ties. The best we
can do in the interests of the colony is to
pass the amendment. We should c ast no
slur on the colony, to which I am as much
attached as any member of the House;
and I hope I have shown that attachment.
We must be subject here to the same rules
as people are elsewhere. We must ffo
through the same experience as the
people of other colonies, unless we benefit
by their experience. We cannot go on
borrowing for all time;- and we should
not listen to the soft, suave words of the
mienmber for Coolgardie (Mr. Morgans),
who tells us that the Bonnie Vale line
will pay. That line of argument has
always, been used, and always will be used,
in colonies and communities who rush
into a policy of borrowing. In Queens-
land, New South Wales, and Victoria, at
the end of the "FOou" pcriod," the same
argumtent was used. It is not a sound
argumient :and, quite apart from that,
it does not touch the principle here
involved. This is a great question
of principle, and I implore memi-
hers to vote quite apart from party
ties, with an earnest and single de-
sirv. each man thinking and feeling for
himself, to lay down by this amendment
a rule which will prevent the Government
from constant recourse to borrowing.
The Government and the country, like
every business and every individual, re-
quire a breathing time and time to rest.
We require time to gather up the forces

that have been called into play during
the past few years, and to consolidate our
position. Everything possible should be
done to get the administration into
order, so that when the time comes,
after a year or two at the outside, the Go v-
ernment and the country may be in a wellI-
organised state, with the whole of our
work well in hand. We could then enter
on a new period of prosperity and of public
works, better prepared and stronger in
every way. By adopting such a course,
we would show we are niot blind idiots, but
that we realise what the sister colonies
have passed through. I may be, perhaps,
proposing to put the curb on too quickly.
If so, I am erring on the right side. We
should prevent ourselves going through
the dreadful experiences--the bitter and
humiliating experiences-of the sister
colonies, who suffered simply because they
went on blindly as, I regret to say, so
many Govermunents seem disposed to
go, I hone members will give me credit,
as I give them, for speaking with a single
desire to serve the best interests of the
colony. It is a matter of perfect indif-
ference. to me by whom the country is
ruled, so long as there is healthy adminis-
tration. I have grave doubts whether we
shall secure that end, if we do not put our
foot down on this system of constant bur-
rowing and spending of public money.

Ma. HOLMES (East Fremantle): When
speaking on the Address-in-Reply, I dis-
tinctly stated I was opposed to the policy
of reappropriation. When the Reappro-
priation Bill was before the House last
session, I opposed the policy, and, further,
voted against it. With these facts before
them the Government cannot expect to
find in me a, supporter. The member for
Albany (Mr. Leake), in moving his amend-
ment, probably saw in me a supporter;
and, no doubt, the statement I made in-
duced him to move the amendment. I
fail to see how I can do other than vote
for the amendment. In doing that, I sal
probably be voting against some of my
oldest and best friends.

Tns Pannisa:. And'-against your con-
stituents too.

MR. Snipsox: But in the interests of
the country.

MR. HOLMES: I shall leave my con-
stituents to decide. I told my consti-
tuents that I would take an indepen-

CASSEMBLY.] Pifth day of Debate.



Addessin-eplj: 29 une 188.] Ffth day of Debate. 247

dent stand in the House. I never asked
them to send me here; in fact, I can say
they forced me here.

MR. A. FoRnEs'r: Why do you sit on
this (the Government) side]

Ma. HOLMES:. I claim the right to sit
where I like, and to take an independent
course.

Ma. SiursoN: We would make you
very comfortable over here (the Opposi-
tion side).

MR. HOLMES: I may say I am & most
ardent supporter and great admirer of the
Premier.

MRt. JAUtis: You are contradictory.
Mwt HOLMES; The Premier stands

head and shoulders above any man in this
House, in my estimation. But I cannot
turn a political somersault. 1 feel in
duty bound to stand by my Opinion, and
I am opposed to the reappropriation.

MR. A. FORREST: You will atop the Fre-
mantle harbour works.

Ma. HOLMES: I am opposed to reap-
propriation, because that, to my mind,
is only a postponement of the evil day.
If we have to face matters, let us face
them conscientiously now, and know what
wve are doing. When the Premier was
speaking an interjection came, I think
from the Opposition, to the effect tnaL
the Assembly at a later date might not
approve of the works now proposed, and,
consequently, would not authorise a loan
for the purpose of repaying the money re-
appropriated. A reply came from the
Treasury benches, to the effect that the
mioney would have been spent, and the
Mouse would have to sanction the expen-
diture.

THE PREMIER: You do not quite under-
stand it.

Mn. HOLMES:- If that be not govern-
ment by departments, I do not know
what government is. It means govern-
ment by a single individual. At any
rate, such a. system of government would
have at tendency to lessen the grasp of
Parliamnent over the affairs of the coun-
try. -The Speech does not say the Gov-
ernment intend to reappropriate the
money for the continuation of the Fre-
mantle harbour works.

THE PREMiER: I said so in my speech.
MHu. HOLMES: But it does not say

so in the Governor's Speech; it simply

says, "My Ministers propose to reappro-
priate money for certain works."

TuE PREMIER: You know there is no
mtoney for the Fremantle harbour works
until we get some.

Ma. HOLMES: Why not borrow? As-
suming you reappropriate the money,
the money has not been borrowed yet,
and you will have to borrow it. Why
not borrow the money for the Fremnantle
harbour works?

THE PREMIER: The amount for the
Coolgardie water-works is 42,500.000.
We are going to reduce that to
£E2,000,000, and the £500,000 wil] then
be available for the Fremantle harbour
works and railways. The House wil
have to vote that money and allocate it.

MR, HOLMES: That is not legiti-
mate financing. If you want half a
million of money, why not go to London
and get it?

Tim PREmiER: We shall do that.
Ma. HOLMES: Go to the front door

of the financial institutions, and show
the financiers in London that you have
some faith in the country, and are pre-
pared to give themn some security.

Ma. MORAN: The amendment you are
supporting will prevent the Government
fram borrowing.

Ma. HOLMES: What I am opposed
toy is this. We are comtmitting the coun-
try to an expenditure which the House
at a later date will have to authorisie.

MRi. MORAN: The Address does not
commit the House to anything.

TnE SPEAKER: Order. Do, not in-
terfere with the hon. member when he
is sneaking.i

Mn. HOLMES: If the Government
want money for a specific purpose, let
them go to the London market and bor-
row it.

TtIE Pamijsa: That is what we pro-
pose to do.

Ma. HOLMES:- Eight months ago
the Premier said ho did not propose to
go to the London market for any money
except for the works then before the
country.

?~i-E PREMIER: Where are wve gettiing
the money from unless we get a -new
loan?7

Ma. HOLMES: My contention is that
there is not necessity to construct the
works set out in the Speech. It is pro-
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posed to construct au railway front Nor-
tharn, also a line to Mount Leonora and
another to Bonnie Vale. There is no
necessity to construct these railways
at the present time. With the
lines of railway already constructed
we have opened up enough auri-
ferous country to employ the l)opula-
tion available at the present time. We
have opened up hundreds of miles of auri-
ferous country which cannot be worked
successfully unless water is taken to de-
velop the mines, yet in the face of that
fact it is, proposed to take money froma the
Ocolgardie water-works fund to build
further railways. My contention is that
we have gone far enough with the con-
struction of railways, and we should now
follow up the railways with the water. I say
there has been unnecessary delay in con-
nection with the Coolgardie water scheme.

MR. A. FORRESsT: Unavoidable.
lip. HOLMES:- Unavoidable, if you

likfe. To, my mind it has been an, unineces-
sary delay. Money has not been spent
which might have been spent, because the
Government had an idea to reappropriate,
portion of the money available for the
further construction of railways, When
speaking on the Addressa-in-Reply, I made
certain statements in reference to the
1Public Works Department, and the Direc-
tor of Public. Works replied to some of
my statements. I say that my criticism
was fair, and will always be fair. If I see
that money is being recklessly expended,
it is my duty to bring the matter before
the House, so that it may be inquired into.
I do not think that the Government should
refuse to give information which every hon.
mnember is entitled to, when a statement
is made or some question is raised by an
hot, member with no intention of
harassina the department, or holding the
department up to, ridicule, but who is
asking for information. In such cases the
department should not attempt to throw
dust in the eyes of hon. members.

Tm Panuzi: Information is always
freely given.

Ma.'HOLMES:- When the Director of
Public Works gets up and champions an
officer of the department who has been
superintending certain works at Fre-
mantle, and holds him up as a re-
liatble officer, and wve find subse-
qurently that that officer has been

dismissed for incompetency, or something
of the kind, I do not think that can have
the effect of establishing confideace.

Tnm DsssEMrn OF PUBLIC WOaKS: I1 did
not champion that officer, but the En-
gineer-in-Chief.

AIR. HOLMES: Somne trouble arose
through an inspector not fulfilling his
duties properly, and, if the Minister had
told the representatives of the people that
he (the Minister) had done his best, and
had dismissed the officer from the service,
thus making an example of him, then hon.
members would have been satisfied, and
would have said that the Minister had
done the best thing he could in the cir-
cu w stances;- but for the Minister to cham-
pion an officer, and for hon. members sub-
sequently to- find out that that officer had
been dismissed from the service, is not
right. Hitherto, I have held that so long
as I get fair treatment my criticism will
be fair; but if I do- not get the informs-
tion. which I think the country should
have, then I am justified in demanding
that some alteration shall take plane. We
arc told that, in connection with the Fre-
mantle Bridge, an engineer of the depart-
ment had altered the plans and raised the
structure 14 feet. There is some lifting
gear, to, the value of £400, which was to
be used for the drawbridge, lying in the
Fremnantle yard, and it cannot be used for
anything else. The Director of Public
Works said this alteration had been made
without any loss to the country.

TiHs SPEAKER: I do not think the ob-
servations the hon, member is making
no", have anything at all to do with the
amiendment; not even in av remote de-
gree.

MR. HOLMES: The line of policy I
have pursued in this House from the out-
set haa been that of taking an indepen-
dent stand on all questions that came
before me.

MR, A . FOaaEStn: Sitting on a rail!
Ma. HOLMES: I wvill support the

Government when I think the welfare of
thb. country demrands that the policy
the-, advocate should be carried out; but
I cannot support them in their proposal
to take money appropriated on account
of the Fremantle dock or the Coolgar-
die water scheme, to construct this
Nerseman line. I claim the right to
sit where I like, and to vote where I
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like ; but when I am convinced, as in the
present instance I am convinced, that
the; proposed policy of reappropriation
is detrimental to the best interests of
thie country, then I have no other course
but to vote for the amendment.

Ainendnient (Mr. Leake&&) put, and
the Srnuinrn declared: Th6 Noes have
it.

MR. LEAKE: Divide!

Division taken, with the following: re-
su: -

Ayes
Noes

... 65

Majority against

Ayes.
Ewing
George
Russell
Holmes
Illingworth
James
Kenny
Kingrnnill
Leake
Oats

Oldbam,
Simpson
Solomon
Wallace
Wilson
Vosper

(Toiler).

.. 6

Noem.
Mr. Burt
AMr. Connor
Sir John Forrest
Mr. A. Forrest
Mr. Gregory
Mr. Hall
Mir. Harper
Air. Highamn
Mr. Hooley
Air. Bubble
Mr. Lefroy
Mr. Locke
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Monger
Mr. Moran
Mr. Pennefather
Mr. Piesse
Mir. Quinlan
Air. Throssell
Mr. lenn
Mr. Wood
31r. Morgans

(Teller).

Amendment thus negatived.

TaIR SPEAKE1R: The question is that
the Address-in-Reply to His Excellency's
Spcech be adopted.

MR.. MORAN (East Coolgardie): I
think the debate ought to be adjourned
till to-morrow, and I move accordingly.

Put and passed, and the debate ad-
journed.

ADJOURNMEN'T.
On the motion of the PREMIER,

House adjourned at 11.19 p.m.
the

'gt gxzlatibt as552mhIy,
Thiirsday, 30th June, 1898.

Papers presonted-Questioa: Mailersa-Cue, Rail-
way Expenditure, and Cue-Saonine Exten-
sion-Question: Registration of Voters oa
Goldfields-Question: Peak 11i11 and
Horseshoe Goldfields, Reports--Question:
Commission on Mining, Report and Evi-
dence-Mlotions (4): Lave of Absence-
Public Education Bill: first reading-Fire
Brigades Bill: first reading-Jury Bill:
first reading-Reports ordered: ktesuenp-
ton of Land (re Postmaster (Jenerai)-
Papers ordered: Conviction of Barrett and
Delaney-Papers ordered: Peak Hill Min-
ing Accident-Papers ordered: Rioting
(allegid) at Kalgoorlie-Return ordered:
Public Batteries-Motion for Papers:
Alluvial Disputes at Kalgoorlie, etc.;
Speaker's Ruling as to limitation in calling
for PaesRtr ordered: Public Works
in Electoral Districts-Return ordered:
Treasury Bills issued-Address-in-Reply;
Sixth day of debate ; conclusion-Adjourn.
ment.

Tim SPEAKER took the chair at 4.30
o'clock, p.m.

pamyav.

PAP1ERS PRESENTED.
By the PREMIER: Perth Park By-lawvs.

Mining Commission, Report with appen-
dices.

By the MIN]sTER OP MINES: Correspon-
dence re Mining Accident at Peak Hill.

Ordered to lie on the table.

QUESTION: MULLEWA-CUE RAILWAY
EXPENDITURE, and CUE-NANNINE
EXTENSION.
MR. KENNY asked the Commissioner

of Railivays-i, The amount of money re-
inaining to the credit of the Mullewa-Cue
Railway Vote, after Baxter and Prince's
first contract was provided for; 2, The
aI1mut expended on the line over and
above Baxter and Prinice's. original con-
tract; 3, The amount remajinw now to
credit of the Vote; 4, Whit became of
the rails and other materials indented for,
for the extension of the line from Cue to
Nannine?7 5, Whether the Government in-
tended to proceed with the construction
of the railway from Cue to Naminn at an
early date ; if not, why not?

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon.F. ff. Piesse) replied: :-1, Amount

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mir.
Mr.
A Ir.
Mir.
Mr.
Mr.
Mlr.
Mr.
Air.
Air.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.


